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The revolution 

 ( From the blackboard to the interactive white board 

The first revolutionary teaching tool was the blackboard 200 years ago. The blackboard became synonymous with the traditional classroom.

The Interactive White Board is the second revolutionary teaching tool. This board has the capability to become synonymous with the new digital classroom of the 21st century.
(A way to enrich and enhance curriculum for students

We can use this new tool not to do things that are a digital version of the old ones but rather to create entirely new things from effective digital resources to spark learning, enhance curriculum and enrich knowledge.

What is an IWB
 A large touch-sensitive screen that can communicate with a computer and a projector
You can use in the classroom everything you may have in your computer but in a more lively way (videos, internet sites, activities prepared in advance).

Boards may vary in size and shape.

Why teaching with an interactive whiteboard 

Outside school students live in a world of instant communications and engaging multimedia.

They are armed with P.C, tablets, mobiles etc. They use social networks and have access to enormous quantities of information.  To most of our students this is the only world they have ever known.

When they enter schools they do not know what it is like not to be digital.

 Many of the things that seem like black magic to some of us, to our students are just an expected part of the way the world works.

But how can our schools respond to their needs?

 IWB is a means of providing access to this new world, the digital world.

So it 

· Changes student’s perception for the lesson 

· Develops thinking skills  (i.e. cognitive skills)

· Motivates students and promotes enthusiasm for learning 

· Raises the level of student involvement in a classroom 

· Gives teacher a kind of flexibility 

· Saves material for students who are absent or need repetition 

· Gives brighter and clearer presentation of material 

· Provides images or texts not easily accessible 
The teachers who use the IWB build engaging and interesting interactive lessons that capture the attention and the imagination of the students in pedagogically sound creative ways.

The digital resources are being used to spark the learning process through interaction and manipulation.

Some advice for the teachers who want to be involved 

A teacher should: 

· be convinced of the benefits that IWBs  bring to the class. Only a teacher who is convinced of the tremendous benefits of using technology can start using IWB.

· be open-minded and  willing to try new things

· be organized 

· have plenty of patience  and take the time to become proficient

· understand the principles of good quality teaching 
· have clarity of purpose and  do thoughtful planning 

· change the culture and relationship between teacher-student
· rate pupil’s success The use of IWB in classrooms is not a guarantee of success

How can an IWB be used in a learning environment 

The traditional tools for learning: textbooks, worksheets, blackboard …. are not enough for the children of today .They thrive on being able to create, contribute and collaborate with the world around them .

So learning activities may include 

1. Manipulating texts and images 

2. Downloading pictures-video clips from the internet sites such as Google earth, graphs, charts 

3. Dragging and dropping correct answers into specific locations

4. Acknowledging correct answers with virtual applause 

5. Uncovering and revealing information hidden under objects 

6. Highlighting key words or objects 

7. Making notes and saving them for later use or review 

8. Demonstrating or using software

9. Presenting or correcting student’s work 

10. Playing class games 
Key principles for effective IWB teaching 
· Try to get as much practice as possible 

· Try to appeal to all learning styles (touch, write, see, listen, play…..)

· Make sure students can access the board 

· Try not to allow the board to dominate (not teacher –centered class) 

· Organize information 

· Use IWBs thoughtfully in accordance with what we know about good classroom practice

· “Show” is almost better than “tell” 

                   IWB is a resource to be used by the whole class
  Using the IWB is a real challenge. It is a great tool to assist great teachers do what they do best.   Rethink the way you teach and take advantage of the new possibilities that IWB offers. They are endless!
                                                   Good luck
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