 SHAPE 




 SHAPE 




 SHAPE 


[image: image5.jpg]


White tiger

White tigers are a color morph of any subspecies of tiger whose fur is white or almost white, though it is not a separate subspecies. This coloration is caused by a recessive gene.

Color comparison

Compared to orange tigers without the white gene, white tigers tend to be larger both at birth and as fully grown adults. In spite of their unusual coloration, their size can be advantageous in the wild. Kailash Sankhala, the director of the New Delhi Zoo in the 1960s, said "one of the functions of the white gene may have been to keep a size gene in the population, in case it's ever needed." 

Dark-striped white individuals are well-documented in the Bengal Tiger subspecies, also known as the Royal Bengal or Indian tiger, and may also have occurred in captive Siberian Tigers, as well as having been reported historically in several other subspecies. White pelage is closely associated with the Bengal, or Indian subspecies.
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Currently, several hundred white tigers are in captivity worldwide, with about one hundred being found in India. Nevertheless, their population is on the increase. The modern white tiger population includes both pure Bengals and hybrid Bengal–Siberians, however, it is unclear whether the recessive white gene came only from Bengals, or if it also originated from Siberian ancestors. The unusual coloration of white tigers has made them popular in zoos and entertainment showcasing exotic animals. 

 Stripeless white tigers
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An additional genetic condition can remove most of the striping of a white tiger, making the animal almost pure white. The modern strain of snow white tigers came from repeated brother–sister matings .In 2004, a blue-eyed, stripeless white tiger was born in a wildlife refuge in Alicante Spain. Its parents are normal orange Bengals. The cub was named Artico ("Arctic").Stripeless white tigers were thought to be sterile until a stripeless white tigress Sitarra, gave birth.

 Inbreeding and outcrossing

Because of the extreme rarity of the white tiger allele in the wild, the breeding pool was limited to the small number of white tigers in captivity. According to Kailash Sankhala, the last white tiger ever seen in the wild was shot in 1958. Today, there is such a large number of white tigers in captivity that inbreeding is no longer necessary.  
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