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Article on immigration. 

 

Immigration is an essential process for the cycle of life. Due to its 

geographical position, Crete has always been a migratory crossroads for many 

emigrating species. This is the reason why we decided to focus on this topic. 

The fact that the NHMC (Natural History Museum of Crete) and the branch of 

the HCMR (Hellenic Centre for Marine Research) operate in Iraklion gave as 

the opportunity to interview Dr. Xirouhakis St., researcher of the NHMC 

(Natural History Museum of Crete) as well as Dr. Kotoulas G. and Dr. 

Kasapides P., researchers of the branch of the HCMR (Hellenic Centre for 

Marine Research). The information following is part of the interview.    

1. Aristotle was the first to study immigration. 

 

o  
                                Aristotle 

 

2. The reasons that lead to immigration are: 

a. search for food 

b. reproduction 

c. improvement of the standard of living. 

 

3. Experiments show that immigration sometimes has a genetic basis. 

4. New –tropical- species, i.e.  lagocephalus, have reached eastern 

Mediterranean Sea from the Suez Canal in the recent years, which 

shows that the climate is changing. 

o   
                                           Lagocephalus 



*

In our article we aim to describe the immigration of species such as: 

 

• the red tuna (Thunnus thynnus) which is found in the Atlantic Ocean. 

It immigrates to the Mediterranean Sea (rather limited in food 

resources but warm sea) or the Mexican Gulf in order to reproduce 

itself.  

 
Red tuna - Thunnus thynnus 

• the beatle Rhynchophorus ferrugineus (inf. red palm weevil), which 

immigrated to Crete and destroys its palm trees. 

 
               red palm weevil - Rhynchophorus ferrugineus 

• Eleonora’s falcon (mavropetritis – falcon eleonorae), which was studied 

using annulation (use of GPS). Its migration route is as follows: Northern 

Greece-Crete-the Sahara Desert-Madagascar.  

falcon - falcon eleonorae  

• the “thief”, a vascular plant species which belongs to the family of 

Asteraceae or Compositae. 



*

 
 the “thief” 

• Man’s. He first appeared in Africa and immigrated to the whole 

planet.  

 

Human immigration. 

Man never ceased to roam about the planet. 

Human immigration must be as acceptable as the immigration of every single 

species. The planet resources must be equally distributed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


