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Dear Colleagues,
The complexity of human activity
nowadays affects both the search and
application of knowledge. In modern societies,
we learn, we communicate, we plan and we
create in a multitude of ways which involve
traditional and novel tools in combination.
Education systems reflect and serve social
activity therefore educational policies have to
be alert to the rapid developments that occur in
the field of science, technology and pedagogy.
When these developments permeate the daily
learning, communication and collaboration
habits of contemporary youth, no teacher can
refrain from or show contempt on these
eloquent expressions of conduct when
designing his/her teaching acts. It is indeed
about a magical coordination of likes, needs
and practices so that neither the teacher nor the
students may feel out of place in class.
It comes as no surprise at all that
especially the language teacher nowadays
should incorporate a bunch of skills and
qualities. A good mastery of current pedagogic
theories and their related methodological trends
will provide him/her with the necessary
theoretical background on which teaching will
be soundly based. A widely open eye on the
transformations that shape modern teaching be
them the integration of technology in it, or the
introduction of new pedagogic schemes, will
enable the teacher to keep the class connected
to the real world and in this way enjoy the
recognition of his/her learners and also the
achievement of good learning outcomes. What
is more, a capacity and will to update his/her
skills and knowledge tuned to the requirements
of his/her class and the developments locally
and worldwide, will be of high value to his/her

personal career, as it will establish an attitude
for constant improvement.
Stagnation is neither fruitful nor
hopeful. Stagnation is built on the teacher’s
sticking to familiar methods and practices out
of comfort or fear of risk taking. On the other
hand, total and unconditional surrender to
novelty in the name of progress can be
meaningless and consequently unhelpful. What
it is important for a teacher to remember is that
teaching is a reflective process. It is designed
and implemented within a specific framework,
the class environment, which presents distinctly
marked features from class to class and thus
requires a selective attitude towards methods
and means. Classes can be multicultural, multiaged, filled with students of diverse skills,
needs and interests, classes that place their own
demands on the teacher. As such, classes cannot
require a uniform teaching conduct on part of
the teacher, but an ability –and of course a willto sense their requirements and adjust
himself/herself to them, recruiting only the
most effective for their cases tools and expertise
to move them a step further.
Dear all, English Matters is sensitive to
the challenges of modern language learning and
for this reason it invites all language
practitioners to share knowledge, inspiration
and creativity to the benefit of modern language
learners. Only with the unbiased and dedicated
exchange of our pedagogically uniquely rich
backgrounds, can we aspire for better days in
our work.
Marianthi Kotadaki
EFL School Advisor
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“Setting up a whole lesson on technology”
Marianthi Kotadaki
School Advisor for Teachers of English in Ilia, Peloponnese
Technology: a subtle tool for diversity
Fancy succumbing to the temptation of
computer-based
teaching!
Imagine
teaching language to digitally skilled
learners, who are prompt to communicate,
research and create tapping on computer
keyboards! Is it feasible?
This year, a month was dedicated to
delivering lessons on differentiated
instruction in a row of mainstream classes
and in front of a seriously attentive
audience. The purpose of the lessons was
to clarify in action the essence of
differentiating input, approach and
methodology in order to accommodate the
diverse needs of learners hosting these
classes. Although an effort was taken to
design lesson scenarios that had to be close
to school reality in terms of technical or
space requirements, the implementation
itself proved that even this provision left
some students out of the joys of learning.
As a result, a challenge was raised to
completely transform these scenarios into
digitized ones, embedding the technology
factor in every single activity. It is
undoubtedly an exaggeration, but it is
worth reflecting on the beneficial impact
technology can have on students with
varying interests, language competence
levels and needs. It is also not negligible to
consider the fact that students with special
education needs or with different cultural
backgrounds are steadily a vital part of the
class population and should therefore be
encouraged to feel that they belong there.
Technology can work its magic in such
cases. Multimodality of information
collection and delivery can compensate for
serious linguistic or other cognitive
inadequacies in the students’ minds. The
power of picture, sound and movement is

such that it almost constitutes a lingua
franca for any individual trying to
understand the world around. The capacity
of the computer ‘brain’ itself to verify or
reject the supplied data can raise the
students’ self assessment standards perhaps
more than the error correction notes a
teacher traditionally provides. As for
creativity, the tools researched online
expand the students’ inspiration bounders,
while at the same time subtly but
effectively enhancing their language skills
together with their individual talents.
A technology-based language scenario
Here is a lesson scenario which was used
in the sample teaching classes, now
completely dependent on technological
tools and applications. There is no time
limit set for the activities, as learning
occurs not as a programmed activity but in
conditions that allow organization of
thought, experimentation, reflection and
production. The scenario is best fitting for
the needs of B1/B2 level learners,
optimally in their mid- or late teens so that
they may apply a specific amount of
critical thinking in their language work. It
endorses the task-based approach to
learning and deploys in a series of
activities, for the implementation of each
of which a different digital tool or
application is used. Most if not all of the
tools or applications can be accessed or
installed free of charge occasionally
requiring a simple online registration. The
students are strategically guided through
the lesson stages from initially developing
expectations to the theme, then building
some linguistic knowledge, working on
new ideas and finally producing their
output creatively.
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The lesson topic: What if …? Human
error for practicing conditionals

PRE-TASK
Activity 1
International English speaking newspapers
refer to three fatal accidents with headlines
and photos.
With a partner do the Hot Potatoes
activity
at
file:///C:/Users/Folio/Desktop/ETALAGE
%202/What%20if/accidents.htm to match
the headlines to their appropriate accident
photos. Three (3) photos will not be used.

Using Google Drive, make a 3-slide
presentation to. Each slide will contain the
picture of each accident and a hypothesis
in the 3rd conditional form about the
person(s) that caused the accident. What if
they had or hadn’t done specific actions?
Exchange your work with your class.
Activity 4
Try to label the parts of a ship on the
Xmind workbook you see on the
whiteboard.
(Alternatively, you can use the PPT
presentation tool or the Hot Potatoes
software).
The Xmind workbook looks like this:

Then, name the type of the three accidents
and report to the class what you believe
that happened in each case.
Activity 2
Using Google Drive create a document
entitled “Deadly similarities”. Working
with a group, write two (2) important
similarities common across all the three
accidents and share your document with
another group. Agree on a group
spokesman and report your collected
information (your ideas and the other
group’s) to the class.
Activity 3
Based on your ideas in Activity 2, work
out with a partner what the train driver did
or didn’t do and caused the tragic accident.
Then, imagine you are an accident
specialist showing to the media your own
conclusions about the accidents.

Activity 5
Using Xmind and the whiteboard again,
try to guess the word of each definition.
There is a starting letter to help you. The
Xmind workbook will look like this:
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Activity 6
(The teacher has prepared a PPT slide
showing Titanic sinking among icebergs
and people in the lifeboats. The teacher
shows to the students only the sea and the
icebergs –about half of the slide- first and
then discloses the other part). Look at the
1st part of the slide. What can you see?

What sea disaster does it remind you? Now
look at the whole slide. What disaster does
it talk about? What do you know about it?
Discuss with your partner to work out
answers to all the questions.

1st part of the slide

Whole slide
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TASK CYCLE
(the teacher either composes a text
selecting
information
from
http://www.ultimatetitanic.com , or directs
the students to collect information from the
specific website)
Activity 7
You are reporters about to write an article
about the sinking of the Titanic. You read
the information about the event (text or
website) and in groups you negotiate and
agree on the 3 major reasons why the
sinking of the Titanic is considered a tragic
disaster. You exchange your ideas with the
class.
Here is a sample text below:

Titanic … the tragic loss of an
“unsinkable” ship

Built in 1911 in Belfast, Ireland,
the ship had 9 decks and 16
watertight compartments. Even if
4 of them took water in, the ship
would still not sink, for which
reason
people
thought
she
was
‘unsinkable'. Her first voyage to the United
States started on April 10, 1912 and
Captain Edward James Smith, who would
retire after the journey, was at the steering
wheel. On board the Titanic were about
2,200 people, including millionaire
passengers who travelled first class, poor
workers heading to America for a better
life and about 900 crew members. For first
class passengers, the Titanic offered
luxurious suites, restaurants, private decks,
all on the upper part of the ship. Third
class cabins were in the lower parts of the
ship.
How did the Titanic sink? Her last hours
April 14, Evening
On the calm and cold night
of April 14, 1912 the Titanic
was sailing across the North
Atlantic at 22 knots. It was a
cold but beautiful night, with
many stars but no moon on
the sky. The water was calm,
with no waves. Five messages that talked
about “passing icebergs” arrived at the
Titanic, but the captain and the ship’s
owner, who was on board, did not let the
ship slow down.
April 14, Just Before 11.40 p.m.

By 11.40 p.m., Frederick
Fleet, a lookout man,
spotted an iceberg in the
ship’s path. Fleet, who
didn’t have binoculars,
rang a warning bell and
telephoned the bridge
saying “Iceberg right
ahead!” The captain tried to steer the ship
out of the iceberg, but as she turned, the
iceberg cut her side and five compartments
filled with sea water. The ship had begun
6
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One of the most famous events in history
is the tragic sinking of the R.M.S. (Royal
Mail
Steamship)
Titanic. On April 15,
1912 the world’s largest
and most luxurious
ocean liner struck an
iceberg, and sank taking
with her over 1,500
people to the icy depths
of the Atlantic ocean.
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sinking. The wireless operators sent out
alarm messages to other ships nearby. The
closest ship to respond was the Carpathia,
which was 4 hours away from the location.
April 15, 12.15 a.m.
Around 12.15 the captain gave the
order to lower the lifeboats.
Unfortunately, there were only 20
lifeboats, not enough to carry
1,178 of the more than 2,200
people on board, so women,
children and first-class passengers
were the first to get in. Many
lifeboats left with enough empty seats. The
ship’s band played to keep passengers
calm and the crewmen fired rockets to the
sky.
April 15, 2.20 a.m.
When the last boat left,
there were still around
1,500 people on the ship.
As the water kept
flooding
one
compartment
after
another, the bow sank
while the stern started to
rise into the air. In about two hours and
forty minutes of hitting the iceberg, at
about 2:20 a.m., the weight of the stern
became so much, that the Titanic split open
and the ship sank with over 1,500 people
into the freezing water of the Atlantic
ocean. Many of them died of hypothermia
rather than drowning. At around 4 am, four
hours after the sinking, the Carpathia

arrived on the scene and rescued 705
passengers.
A human error or a tragic accident?
What really went wrong? Who is to blame
for that terrible disaster?
An investigation that followed showed a
number of human mistakes on that night.
Let’s look at some of them:
Mistake 1: The captain and the crew did
not pay much attention to the warnings
they had about the dangers of that area.
Mistake 2: The owner of the ship, Bruce
Ismay, who was also on board, told the
captain to speed up in order to break the
record for a transatlantic voyage and the
captain had agreed.
Mistake 3: Also, the captain of another
ship sailing near the Titanic had not come
to help, although he had seen white rockets
from her, because he didn’t think it was the
Titanic.
Mistake 4: The crew had little training on
how to use the lifeboats and soon lost
control of the situation.
Mistake 5: First and second-class
passengers could easily get to the lifeboats
through the vast staircases, but third-class
passengers could not find their way up
from the lower parts of the ship.
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Mistake 6: Also, some gates separating the
third-class parts of the ship from the other
areas were locked, so, most third-class
passengers were lost.
That night, of a total of 2,223 people, only
711 survived. The captain went down with
the ship and all the ship's band was also
lost. The sinking of the titanic was a
mixture of bad luck and terrible
management.
Activity 8
How did things happen?
You are a reporter preparing the front page
of a famous newspaper of the Titanic
times. The page will contain a timeline of
the events. For the job, you have a word
cloud with the important verbs of the story
and photos, all in jumbled order.
Read the “How did the Titanic sink? Her
last hours” part of the text or skim through
the narration of the events at
http://www.ultimatetitanic.com/thesinking.
a. In pairs, try to put the verbs on the
graphic timeline below, according
to the chronological order of the
events.
b. Alternatively, you can add the
numbers on a printed cluster of the
photos prepared with the use of a
table.
Both versions appear below:
Version 1 : timeline of events.
Put the verbs of the cloud on the timeline
in the correct order.

Version 2 : printed cluster of photos.
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Number the pictures according to the
chronological order of events.

Activity 9
A number of mistakes occurred during
Titanic’s maiden voyage that contributed
to the tragedy. How serious were these?
You are an accident investigator. You have
been asked by the American state to
evaluate these mistakes in terms of gravity.

You have noted down a number of them
while reading the ‘A human error or a
tragic accident?’ part of the text (or the
website). For your help, you are using
three different coloured markers to do the
job

A red marker : for deadly mistakes, causing huge loss of life
An orange marker : for mistakes causing mostly material damage
A green marker : for less serious mistakes that could have been corrected in time
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With your partner’s help, colour the circle
shape before each mistake with an
appropriate colour to evaluate them.
Explain your conclusions writing in the
smart art graphic boxes below a
hypothetical idea. Then, exchange your
ideas with the rest of the class.

Example : If the captain had paid more
attention to the messages about the ice on
the water, he would have seen the iceberg
in time and the collision would have
been avoided.

Activity 10
How much do you remember?
Get divided in pairs. Watch the short
YouTube clip on the Titanic at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kK2x
H8J7SU twice and with your partner’s
help, try to retain as much information as
you can. The information required is in
numbers and comes on a Google Drive
quiz
prepared
at
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Cj4f3UHZQVNNffp27MJ0uWg7eHP10ILzLDMYFbElM/vie
wform .

An alternative version of the activity is an
illustrated printed quiz based on the same
YouTube clip, with gaps to be filled with
numbers, as follows:

The winning pair is the one with the
highest percentage of correct answers.
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Activity 11
(The teacher has prepared a set of cards
containing the profiles of real Titanic
passengers. Their biographies can be
reached
at
http://www.encyclopediatitanica.org . Students get divided into
groups and are given a card per group).

7. What could have happened to have
prevented it in your opinion? Hypothesise.
Here are some examples of card
profiles:

You are a Titanic survivor in New York.
Read the information on your card profile
and use Penzu (https://penzu.com/home) to
write a diary entry about your experiences
on the ship before and after the sinking.
Include the following information:
1. Why were you going to USA?
3. How did you like life on board?
4. What were you doing before the
accident?
5. What was happening around you at the
time of the accident?
6. How did you get saved?
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With your partner, use Google Earth
(https://www.google.com/intl/el/earth) and

Activity 12
In
groups,
click
on
http://newspaper.jaguarpaw.co.uk
and
make the front page of a newspaper front
page of the Titanic times. Name your
paper, add an interesting headline, insert a
short article and upload a relevant photo.
Use Power Point Presentation tool to
show your work to the class and vote for
the best front page.
Activity 13
You are testifying as a geography expert at
the American court on the Titanic tragedy.

Prezi (http://prezi.com) to make a
presentation of the geographical sites that
are involved in the voyage of the Titanic.
Can you suggest a different route that the
ship could have taken to skip the iceberg
field? Include a hypothesis in your
presentation.
Activity 14
What if the Titanic sailed today?
You are working as an advertiser for
Titanic’s shipping company. In pairs, use
Animoto (http://animoto.com) to create a
30’’ video about the ship’s first voyage,
inviting people to try it as a cruise liner.
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Activity 15
You are a comic strip writer working for a
popular newspaper. You have been asked
to create a comic strip for an article
entitled “The curse of the Titanic”.
In groups, do some research in another
similar local, national or world known
accident caused by human error and with
great casualties. Use StoryboardThat
(http://www.storyboardthat.com) to create
a strip with the events. Remember to
include captions and speech bubbles and to
stress how it could have been avoided.

LANGUAGE FOCUS
Activity 16
Use Wordle (http://www.wordle.net) or
Tagul (http://tagul.com) to make a word
cloud with 10 words that summarise the
Titanic disaster.
Activity 17
In pairs, make tree diagrams with Word
SmartArt Graphic using the prompts
given and suitable adjectives from the text
or of your own which match them.
(e.g. ship

unsinkable)

Information to use :

ship, cabins, staircase, compartments,
decks, passengers, lifeboats, night,
water, environment.

Activity 19
In pairs do the Google Drive quiz on
conditional forms by clicking on
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1PxDB1u
EXuv5XjxkYcUu1ci91G0D2C3ZjtU4oHK
WinsI/viewform . Use the prompts given,
information from the text and your ideas,
then, exchange your findings with the rest
of the class.
Activity 20
In pairs combine the items on the two word
clouds of Activity 18 and a word document
to form conditional sentences. The winning
pair is the one with the most and the most
logically and grammatically correct ideas.

Activity 18
Who did what? In pairs make a table with
rows and columns to match the items of
both word clouds.

ΕΠΙΣΤΗΜΟΝΙΚΟ ΚΑΙ ΕΝΗΜΕΡΩΤΙΚΟ ΠΕΡΙΟ∆ΙΚΟ
ΚΑΘΗΓΗΤΩΝ ΑΓΓΛΙΚΗΣ ΓΛΩΣΣΑΣ ΣΤΗ ∆ΗΜΟΣΙΑ ΕΚΠΑΙ∆ΕΥΣΗ
∆ΥΤΙΚΗΣ ΕΛΛΑ∆ΑΣ

13

English Matters

“Film shooting, theatre, comics, writing competitions, flashcards stories,
posters in my English classroom”
Anastasia Pistopoulou
English Teacher
rd
3 Junior High School and 2nd EPA.L. of Amaliada
“What we learn with pleasure we never
forget”, said Alfred Mercier (a 19th century
author), and this thought guides my choice
of activities for my classes.
Apart from following the coursebook,
using word games to revise vocabulary and
listening to popular songs in order to
complete the missing lyrics, the need to
add an engaging activity was great. My
first thought was films in English. Not
simply to watch a film and do activities,
but to make a film from scratch, starring
my pupils. My goal was to give my
learners a motive to use the English
language and, most importantly, to boost
some of my weak and introvert pupils’
self-confidence. As Mark Andrews, a
teacher trainer, says: “Treat your students
as people first, learners second and
learners of English third, and then maybe
some English might get learnt”.
Having the support of my principal, Mr
Konstantoulas, I introduced the idea to my
pupils, who were initially reluctant to use
English in a video that would be uploaded
on the internet. Their attitude soon
changed, though, as they found the
procedure fun and interesting. Weaker
pupils found their lines difficult, but they
insisted on repeating them until we had the
perfect ‘take’. This would not have
happened during a common grammar
exercise.
In such endeavors, the script is of great
importance; an interesting plot, adapted to
the learners’ linguistic level. Although
scripts can be found on the internet, my
decision was to create original material in
cooperation with my pupils. The result was
a short film about school bullying called
“Dilemma”, an alternative crime drama,

“Guilty”, and a short film in Greek against
racism in schools, “Ταλέντο”. The last one
was made in Greek, as it took part in a
competition for short films made by
schools. They can all be found on the
youtube channel of the 2nd EPA.L. of
Amaliada (search for “∆εύτερο ΕΠΑΛ
Αµαλιάδας”on youtube).

A scene from “Dilemma”

A scene from “Guilty”

Final scene from “Ταλέντο”
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Using a camcorder and capturing the
scenes is not enough, though. Certain
editing tools will turn the video into a short
film. In our case, I used Windows Live
Movie Maker for Windows 7, which adds
a title, subtitles, music and credits to a
video. Sound effects can be freely
downloaded from www.freesfx.co.uk and
Freemake Video Converter can be used to
cut scenes and convert a video in another
form, such as mp4, wmv and flv.
As actors usually say, films do not
compare to theatre. That is the reason why
I encouraged my pupils to take part in two
short theatrical performances. Due to the
generally low level of competency in
English, I chose two very well known
works, “A Christmas Carol”, by Charles
Dickens and “Little Red Riding Hood”, so
that they would find the plot familiar. The
scripts were extensively modified, which
resulted in quite short versions. Our
“Christmas Carol” was actually the scene
with the three spirits that visit Scrooge and
“Red Hoodie” was based on “Girl in da
Hoodie” by Sid River, an English teacher.
As I am always concerned with teenagers’
interests, I added a reference to Facebook
and Twitter, so that “Red Hoodie” conveys
a message about internet safety.
The leading roles were given to more
competent users of the language and
weaker pupils also took part by saying
only a couple of lines. As there was the
concern that the audience will not
comprehend what is being said, I taught to
every single class the script a few weeks
before the performance. In such cases of
live performances, music and sound
quality (microphones) are really important.
Even though there were sound problems in
“A Christmas Carol”, the outcome was that
both my pupils and the audience enjoyed
the performances. Both videos can also be
found on the YouTube channel of the 2nd
EPA.L. of Amaliada.

“A Christmas Carol”

“Red Hoodie”
On the days when there were no rehearsals,
I often used comics in the last 15 minutes
of the lesson (www.storyboardthat.com)
allows one to make his/her own comics, by
using the given background and characters,
and then download and print them. I either
gave my pupils-who were in groups of 2 or
3- the freedom to write whatever they
thought that the characters said or I gave
them a set situation e.g. They are looking
for a holiday destination. Even the weakest
and most bored pupils found this activity
fascinating and were helped by the other
members of their group in expressing
themselves in English.
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In the 3rd Junior High School, a short text
about the story of Romeo and Juliet
inspired me to use a comic with these
famous characters, which I took from
www.grammarmancomic.com
.
My
question was: “What were their real
thoughts?” My teenagers’ ideas surprised
me:

In connection with the love of Romeo and
Juliet, Saint Valentine’s day was a good
chance to make a paper poster, in which
my pupils of the 2nd EPA.L. wrote love
stories or lyrics of songs about love or love
messages. My contribution was a
biography of the real Saint Valentine.
Again, it was an activity that attracted the
attention of some of my pupils.

Another activity that was found motivating
was stories that the pupils had to write,
based on the flashcards I showed them. I
used 6-10 flashcards, which I slowly
displayed one by one. A pupil came to the
blackboard in order to write the story and
the rest of the class contributed to the plot.
Each pupil thought of a sentence and as the
story progressed, I put aside the flashcards
with which we had finished. They enjoyed
using their imagination and asked for a
new set of cards in the following lesson.
Flashcards stories

With a group of advanced pupils in the 3rd
Junior High School, writing a story went a
step further. I organized a “Creative
Even the simplest poster, such as the
Writing Competition”. I gave them this
following, in which they had to print
beginning of a story: “It seemed like a
photos of the most famous sights of
usual day. Nobody imagined it would be a
England and write some basic facts
day to remember”. They were free to
underneath them, fascinated some of my
continue and end the story as they wished.
rd
pupils at the 3 Junior High School.
I collected the stories, wrote them on a
piece of paper having omitted their names
16
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and they voted for the best (they were not
allowed to vote their own, though). All of
them received a certificate of participation,
which
I
downloaded
from
www.123certificates.com . There were
complaints in the beginning, that this
activity was too creative for them, but they
soon changed their mind and did their best
to impress their classmates.

•

Grosses Deutsches Sprachdiplom
(above C2 Level in the German
language).

•

Degree in Harmony
municipal conservatory).

•

Seminars in teaching and ICT
skills.

(by

a

Here follow Anastasia’s students’
creative writings:
It seemed like a usual day. Nobody
imagined it would be a day to
remember…
1. The day was starting when I and
my friends went for shopping in the
Golden Hall Center. It was perfect!
First we went to Bershua, Pull and
Bear, Adidas, BSB and Zara shops.
We
bought
many
clothes,
afterwards we went for food in a
beautiful restaurant. There was a
black woman, she came to our
table. Her name was Samantha.
Samantha told us that we should be
careful when we came back to our
house. Next, with a magic way she
disappeared. We were scared and
Certificate in the Creative Writing
called my mum. Mum came to the
Competition
center and we returned home by
car. It was a very strange day! I
All of these activities required minimal
will never forget it!
expenses and some additional preparation
Rosalia Gritzela
time at home. They did not manage to
2. It happened while I was at home
eliminate all kinds of discipline problems.
alone. The moment I got into my
“Is it worth the time and effort?” one may
bedroom I realized something was
ask. The light I saw in some of my pupils’
wrong.
eyes comes to my mind. The answer is:
I was feeling terrible and I went
“Definitely.”
downstairs, to the kitchen. The
dishes and pots had fallen off. My
Biographical Note
parents had gone out to a
• BA holder of the School of
restaurant and afterwards they
English, Aristotle University of
would go to a bar. I went upstairs
Thessaloniki.
and I phoned my parents. I was
• Teaching experience since 2002.
scared because my parents would
come back. When they arrived they
looked around all the bedrooms. I
17
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went with my parents. They didn’t
find anything. When I got into my
parents’ bedroom, I saw a ghost. I
screamed “Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa”.
It opened its mouth and his noise
was horrible. When I opened my
eyes I realized it was a dream. I
screamed and my parents heard it.
It was the most terrible dream I
had ever seen.
Georgia Dimitropoulou

the list was pinned up on the wall,
he looked at it. Then, he saw his
name. Tim was so excited! For Tim
it was an unforgettable day and
experience.
Amalia Apostolopoulou
5. It was a sunny evening and all my
friends were gathered at the
playground to play-as alwaysfootball. While we were playing, a
couple of guys appeared and
approached us. They seemed like
tough guys and said: “We want you
all to leave from here in 5
seconds!” Then, all my friends
were scared and started running.
But I was still there watching them.
They started laughing at me, saying
that they would be killed by me and
other silly things.
A minute later I did something that
I would never do in my life; I got
the ball which was next to me and I
kicked it with all my strength to one
of the guys! The ball hit his head.
They seemed furious and all of
them were about to beat me very
hard, but that moment my father
appeared, because he wanted to
take me to visit my grandmother.
I felt so proud of myself that I
didn’t run like my friends but I was
lucky, too, because if my father
wouldn’t have showed up, I would
be totally dead!
Zachary Antonopoulos

3. All started on my first day of school
this year. My mother woke me up at
half past seven. “Get up,
Samantha” she shouted. I didn’t
understand why she was shouting.
Then I saw the time and I jumped
out of bed. I had five minutes until
the school bus came and I was still
wearing my pyjamas! I got dressed
really quickly and ran out of the
house, just in time for the school
bus. When I sat down, I saw that
the other pupils on the bus were
laughing at me. One boy was
pointing at my feet. I looked down
and I realized that I was still
wearing my bedroom slippers! You
can’t imagine how silly I felt!
Mary Dionysopoulou
4. The school had auditions for the
play. It was very important for Tim
to take part in the school play. He
wanted to study acting and he
wanted to make an impression for
his acting. The audition was at
school on Monday at 8 o’clock.
6. Suddenly, while walking in the
Nothing went right for him.
street, I saw something exciting. I
First of all, he arrived late for the
saw Lionel Messi, Neymar Jr, C.
audition. When he reached school,
Ronaldo, Van Persie and many
the students were leaving but he
footballers of the top of Europe.
was very lucky because the judges
What surprised me was that they
had the opportunity to listen to him.
knew my name. Then, holding a
At that moment, he forgot all his
soccer ball, they asked me to play
lines. Then, his best friend
assists. We went to a park, scored
whispered the lines to him. Tim
goals and started playing. They
remembered his lines and he
made many fantastic tricks and
relaxed. The next morning, when
18
ΕΠΙΣΤΗΜΟΝΙΚΟ ΚΑΙ ΕΝΗΜΕΡΩΤΙΚΟ ΠΕΡΙΟ∆ΙΚΟ
ΚΑΘΗΓΗΤΩΝ ΑΓΓΛΙΚΗΣ ΓΛΩΣΣΑΣ ΣΤΗ ∆ΗΜΟΣΙΑ ΕΚΠΑΙ∆ΕΥΣΗ
∆ΥΤΙΚΗΣ ΕΛΛΑ∆ΑΣ

English Matters
taught me some. We took a lot of
photos and videos. Finally, when
they had to leave, I gave each one a
jersey and they gave me a ball of
Champions League. It was the best
day of my life. A day I will never
forget.
George Athanasakopoulos
7. All started on a Monday morning,
before I went to my school. When I
was walking to school, I saw a
burglar who stole an old woman.
The woman was shouting but
nobody heard her except me. When
I listened to her voice I was
running to help her, but the burglar
had left. When I saw him I started
to run and I was trying to catch
him. I ran so quickly and managed
to catch him. The old woman then
called the police to come and arrest
him. After all of these, the old
woman thanked me and all ended
without a problem. But I felt like a
hero because I helped a person
who needed help.
Andrew Zagarelos

A kind lady picked me with her car
up and took me to the hospital as
fast as she could. Two days after
the accident, the doctor told me
that I was not able to work and that
I should rest. The worst things had
changed to be beneficial, as I
married the lady who saved my life
and today we have two beautiful
children. That day changed my life
and I will never forget it.
Jim Kayianas
9. The day was starting when I and
my friends went for shopping in the
Golden Hall Center. It was perfect!
First we went to Bershua, Pull and
Bear, Adidas, BSB and Zara shops.
We
bought
many
clothes,
afterwards we went for food in a
beautiful restaurant. There was a
black woman, she came to our
table. Her name was Samantha.
Samantha told us that we should be
careful when we came back to our
house. Next, with a magic way she
disappeared. We were scared and
called my mum. Mum came to the
center and we returned home by
car. It was a very strange day! I
will never forget it!

8. Everyone was saying that the
weather was going to be sunny but
they had never imagined that the
10. It happened while I was at home
biggest disaster of our country was
alone. The moment I got into my
going to strike. To begin with, I
bedroom I realized something was
woke up, washed my face and had
wrong.
breakfast. As I was preparing to
I was feeling terrible and I went
drive to my work, an earthquake hit
downstairs, to the kitchen. The
the neighbourhood. I ran quickly
dishes and pots had fallen off. My
out of my house when I saw the
parents had gone out to a
wrecked houses and the residents
restaurant and afterwards they
calling for help. I went there, but
would go to a bar. I went upstairs
the situation was harmful. Mr
and I phoned my parents. I was
Jackson was trapped under the
scared because my parents would
ruins of his house. He had broken
come back. When they arrived they
his leg and his arm. The bad news
looked around all the bedrooms. I
hadn’t stopped there, as another
went with my parents. They didn’t
earthquake hit the region. At that
find anything. When I got into my
moment, a brick fell on my head,
parents’ bedroom, I saw a ghost. I
with the result of losing my senses.
19
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screamed “Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa”.
It opened its mouth and his noise
was horrible. When I opened my
eyes I realized it was a dream. I
screamed and my parents heard it.
It was the most terrible dream I
had ever seen.
11. All started on my first day of school
this year. My mother woke me up at
half past seven. “Get up,
Samantha” she shouted. I didn’t
understand why she was shouting.
Then I saw the time and I jumped
out of bed. I had five minutes until
the school bus came and I was still
wearing my pyjamas! I got dressed
really quickly and ran out of the
house, just in time for the school
bus. When I sat down, I saw that
the other pupils on the bus were
laughing at me. One boy was
pointing at my feet. I looked down
and I realized that I was still
wearing my bedroom slippers! You
can’t imagine how silly I felt!
12. The school had auditions for the
play. It was very important for Tim
to take part in the school play. He
wanted to study acting and he
wanted to make an impression for
his acting. The audition was at
school on Monday at 8 o’clock.
Nothing went right for him.
First of all, he arrived late for the
audition. When he reached school,
the students were leaving but he
was very lucky because the judges
had the opportunity to listen to him.
At that moment, he forgot all his
lines. Then, his best friend
whispered the lines to him. Tim
remembered his lines and he
relaxed. The next morning, when
the list was pinned up on the wall,
he looked at it. Then, he saw his
name. Tim was so excited! For Tim

it was an unforgettable day and
experience.
13. It was a sunny evening and all my
friends were gathered at the
playground to play-as alwaysfootball. While we were playing, a
couple of guys appeared and
approached us. They seemed like
tough guys and said: “We want you
all to leave from here in 5
seconds!” Then, all my friends
were scared and started running.
But I was still there watching them.
They started laughing at me, saying
that they would be killed by me and
other silly things.
A minute later I did something that
I would never do in my life; I got
the ball which was next to me and I
kicked it with all my strength to one
of the guys! The ball hit his head.
They seemed furious and all of
them were about to beat me very
hard, but that moment my father
appeared, because he wanted to
take me to visit my grandmother.
I felt so proud of myself that I
didn’t run like my friends but I was
lucky, too, because if my father
wouldn’t have showed up, I would
be totally dead!

14. Suddenly, while walking in the
street, I saw something exciting. I
saw Lionel Messi, Neymar Jr, C.
Ronaldo, Van Persie and many
footballers of the top of Europe.
What surprised me was that they
knew my name. Then, holding a
soccer ball, they asked me to play
assists. We went to a park, scored
goals and started playing. They
made many fantastic tricks and
taught me some. We took a lot of
photos and videos. Finally, when
they had to leave, I gave each one a
jersey and they gave me a ball of
Champions League. It was the best
20
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day of my life. A day I will never
forget.
15. All started on a Monday morning,
before I went to my school. When I
was walking to school, I saw a
burglar who stole an old woman.
The woman was shouting but
nobody heard her except me. When
I listened to her voice I was
running to help her, but the burglar
had left. When I saw him I started
to run and I was trying to catch
him. I ran so quickly and managed
to catch him. The old woman then
called the police to come and arrest
him. After all of these, the old
woman thanked me and all ended
without a problem. But I felt like a
hero because I helped a person
who needed help.

married the lady who saved my life
and today we have two beautiful
children. That day changed my life
and I will never forget it.

English Words of Wisdom and
Proverbs : project work with my
young teenagers
Georgia Lampropoulou
English Teacher
Junior Secondary School of Epitalio,
Ilia
Introduction-Aim
An activity in the Think Teen English
textbook that seemed to capture the interest
of the elementary 1st grade students of the
junior secondary school of Epitalio, Ilia
(Unit 3 Lesson 3 p. 37 exerc. 4 on idioms),
inspired me to engage them in a project
that would not have a purely linguistic
nature revising vocabulary and grammar.
On the contrary, it would take them away
from traditional learning patterns and urge
them to enjoy themselves, to improvise
and to cooperate, discovering at the same
time the common and different cultural
elements in the Greek and English
proverbs and sayings.

16. Everyone was saying that the
weather was going to be sunny but
they had never imagined that the
biggest disaster of our country was
going to strike. To begin with, I
woke up, washed my face and had
breakfast. As I was preparing to
drive to my work, an earthquake hit
the neighbourhood. I ran quickly
out of my house when I saw the
wrecked houses and the residents
calling for help. I went there, but
the situation was harmful. Mr
Planning - Implementation
Jackson was trapped under the
I gave my students some proverbs and
ruins of his house. He had broken
sayings in Greek and an English key word
his leg and his arm. The bad news
(e.g. “ δεν είναι του γούστου µου…” - tea)
hadn’t stopped there, as another
and allowed them the time to propose
earthquake hit the region. At that
certain phrases that could mean the same
moment, a brick fell on my head,
and also include the English word. Then, I
with the result of losing my senses.
divided them in 4 mixed level groups also
A kind lady picked me with her car
on geographical criteria, that is, I grouped
up and took me to the hospital as
them in relation to their place of residence.
fast as she could. Two days after
In our next class, the students had actually
the accident, the doctor told me
got the right answer, so I now gave them a
that I was not able to work and that
piece of cardboard which was divided into
I should rest. The worst things had
4 equal parts. Every group was assigned
changed to be beneficial, as I
the task of expressing by drawing or
21
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painting on their allocated space of the
cardboard the activity they had completed
and to take their final work over to the next
group in a week’s time. In the last session,
every group presented their project product
separately and also evaluated it.
Evaluation
The aim was achieved. Within the 8 10minute periods we dedicated to project
work, the students collaborated
wonderfully and excitingly. They
demonstrated great responsibility in their
work, kept the set time schedules, put all
existing knowledge to use, used their
individual talents, took initiatives,
communicated in the foreign language and
actively learnt about the British culture.
Look at the photos. Can you match the
sayings to them?
“There is no use crying over spilt milk”
«Ό,τι έγινε, έγινε»
“An apple a day keeps the doctor away”
«Ένα µήλο την ηµέρα, το γιατρό τον
κάνει πέρα»
“It’s not my cup of tea”
«∆εν είναι του γούστου µου»
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“Back to juniors….”
Angeliki Polychronopoulou,
English Teacher
Primary Schools of Makrisia and Ancient Olympia
Being an English teacher in Greece
without having a permanent position at a
school can be both annoying and
challenging. It always depends on the
aspect each of us chooses to reflect on it.
At the beginning of this school year I was
feeling really stressed as October was
about to begin and I was still wandering
without a class to work with. Finally, the
announcement on the computer screen
filled me with mixed feelings: relieved that
I was, at last, “placed” at a school, in fact
two different schools, anxious because I
would have to work on primary schools the
current year. And now what, I asked
myself ???

sites, and quite often collaborating with the
other teachers. 2nd graders , for example,
really loved making the alphabet letters
with plasticine. In this way, they learnt
how to draw the letters and had also fun.

Another positive aspect of working with
young learners is the fact that I had to
work on new books. The new material has
been really challenging for me. A
completely new perspective, more
communicative and sometimes I have to
admit quite demanding for primary school
students. All this had as a result much
more studying and preparation on behalf of
me at home. Apart from getting to know
the philosophy of the new books and trying
to incorporate the material into the needs
As every new experience, working with
of my students, I had quite often to prepare
young children can leave you at the end of
my own material in order to consolidate or
the year with both positive and negative
give less demanding exercises as the level
memories. I would like to share with you
of some classes was not so high. This was
my experience from this really challenging
on the one hand demanding but on the
school year. Working with a different age
other hand it was a chance for me to learn
group demands many new strategies, a lot
more things, get informed on new material
more patience and diplomacy, creativity
and new techniques.
and imagination. You have to come up
It is quite obvious, at least for the
with many new ideas, especially as far as
colleagues that have been working at
crafts and extra material are concerned. I
primary schools for many years, that the
wouldn’t describe myself as a creative
use of realia, posters, video, comics,
person, but I managed to create enough
crayons, colourful papers, is an extension
crafts, sometimes getting ideas from the
to our school bags on a daily basis. Young
school books, others by various internet
23
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Working with young children presupposes
that you are ready for harsh critique.
Children of this age say whatever they
think or feel without filtering it. We have
to listen to them carefully both to
ameliorate ourselves and to get the feeling
of this naivety that we have lost. I will
never forget Jim, a 3rd year student. One
day, while I was talking to them about toys
and how different they were when I was a
student, he asked me if I lived when there
were no toys as they had learnt in their
history lesson!!!!!! At the same time, you
have to accept every little excuse that they
come up with when they haven’t done their
homework. What would you answer to a
student of yours who has the following
dialogue with you :
“Why haven’t you written the 5 sentences
I’ve asked you in your notebook, Denise?”
“Oh. Miss. There is only one sheet left in
my notebook and I didn’t want to waste it!”
This particular student has been an
excellent one throughout the year and just
for the record the notebook had 5 sheets
left and there were no more lessons to be
Reading all the above, one would wonder:
done!
“So, it has been a great year for you, hasn’t
One more point that I realized after my
it?” Actually, it has been the most difficult
teaching this year has been that in primary
months in my career up until now. In the
schools we are not only teachers but many
beginning, I had to get used to repeating
more specialties together! A nurse since
the same word, phrase, rule, instruction
cuts, bruises, light headaches and stomach
more than twice or three times within 5
aches are part of the timetable along with
minutes. Children of this age need clear
the alphabet or the present continuous. A
instructions using small sentences and we
referee quite often, especially when they
have to bear in mind that they cannot
have to decide on the game they will play
accomplish many tasks at the same time.
during the break. A psychologist because
One or two goals is what they can manage
there are many minor or sometimes more
without getting bored or stressed up. When
serious issues that they feel they cannot
I realized that I had to work at a slower
deal on their own.
pace, my lesson became much easier.
To sum up, I would admit that it has been a
Moreover, I listened to the word “Miss” so
totally new experience for me, mostly
many times throughout the year that I
leaving behind good memories. I received
sometimes thought that it was my first
many hugs and kisses from my pupils, I
name. To make matters worse, there were
had the chance to collaborate with
days, those that I called “nightmare”, when
colleagues on a Comenius Project, I
I returned home and felt that their voices
participated
in
an
Environmental
haunted my place for hours after the last
rd
and
4th graders and
Programme
with
my
3
bell at school!!!!!!
we managed to make recyclable paper and
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lot of time, so you have to catch their
attention with many different ways. Of
course, we should not forget that skills like
dancing, singing, drawing are not only
necessary for a primary school English
teacher but I would say of supreme
importance. I have to admit that I did my
best and I had a really entertaining time
with my students.
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many more that I will keep in my heart for
ever.
In my opinion, a good teacher is the one
whose main characteristic is LOVE! Love
for the job itself, the pupils if whatever
age, for his/ her personal evolution as a
professional and as a person. Each school
year is completely different from the
previous and the following one. It depends
on us on how smart we will be to grab the
chance and exploit this unique experience
of being teachers!

Free and self-inspired, the students
discovered actively what purposeful
language use is and the real value of
language learning through school activities.
The stories appear in the form of flipbook,
video and comic strip. The stories are also
accompanied with a related musical piece
at
http://g2amaliada.blogspot.gr/search/label/
Love%20Stories.
What a lovely idea, Andriana!

“Love is in the Air”
Andriana Pournara
English Teacher
1st Junior Secondary School of
Amaliada

Engaging the 3rd grade students of the 1st
Junior Secondary school of Amaliada in
creative writing sounds rather challenging.
What made it feasible though is the topic
of ‘Love’. Mrs Andrana Pournara, English
teacher at the specific school, sensitized to
her students’ interests, decided to promote
language learning using story writing.
Love is a topic particularly popular among
teenagers, so she encouraged her students
to apply their existing language knowledge
and their digital and cooperative skills to
produce authentic love stories. Their work
deserves much praise and appears online at
the
school
website:
http://gymamaliad.ilei.sch.gr/index.php/drastiriotites/
actions.
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“Innovative projects with primary school students”
Maria Dimitrakopoulou
English Teacher
6th Primary School of Amaliada
Here are some ideas that I cherished
sharing with my students!
a.Video biographies
This project was a way to familiarize my
6th grade students with computer work and
I thought that it's a nice way to
- practice Simple Past tense form
- to get to know the life of famous
personalities such as great writers,
explorers scientists etc.
- work in groups of three or four using the
Internet to select photographs and gather
biographical information at least the most
important and understandable.
- be selective and creative!
- be happy with their achievement!

1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=xnUxeaPqxRQ
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=7JQzrZjKEoQ
3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=S2OtlwLz1jQ
4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=RmLRjxg8-iw
b.Flashcards on the computer
I think these flashcards for 3rd grade
pupils are an easy way to practice and
revise! I plan to create more and you can
always borrow some from the library!
Take a look at this link:
http://flashcards.educationlabs.com/Def
ault.aspx?page=YourDecks#/Play/?deck
id=29849
c. Story writing-Narrating past events

I used the Microsoft Photostory 3 to create
the videos. I showed them how the
program works and what options they have
and they did the work with enthusiasm.
The videos are short but next time I think
they can achieve a much better result! It's a
start! Maybe next time we can join the
videos in a movie and create a CD! In the
end each team presented their video.
Limited time is always our worst enemy!
Pupils worked in the computer lab once a
week from March till the end of year.
You can reach the videos at the following
links:

The following "mountain" helped my
students first recognising the parts of a
given story and then planning and writing
their own story! It takes at least 3-4 hours
working on it in class till we reach
production stage in 6th grade.
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file:///C:/Users/Folio/Downloads/story%
20mountain%20(1).pdf
d. Writing an e-mail (5th grade-Unit 1)
I gave my e-mail to my students and they
sent me an e-mail about their hobbies and
free time activities! They learned how to
actually send an e-mail and I answered
back giving them some feedback
(correcting their e-mails) ! Here is a
sample!
Dear Mrs Mary
I'm sending your this email free time
activities.
I like dancing, I prefer drawing to doing
sport, I enjoy reading a book,
I love playing with my friends, I enjoy
listenig to music.
I don't like doing sport, I dislike fishing,
I hate playing piano.
Please write soon
Bye for now
and my answer
Dear Vasia,
Your e-mail is great!Grammatically
correct and according (σύνφωνα) to
plan
Just correct the phrase '' ...this e-mail to
tell you about my free time activities'' and
it's ready to copy it in yor copy book.
Sweet dreams
Your teacher

“Fighting School Violence”
Project work in the 1st grade of the
junior secondary school
Nita Christodoulou
English Teacher
Junior secondary school of
Panopoulo
During the past school year a new subject
was introduced in the Greek curriculum
aiming at involving secondary school
students in experiential learning. Students
become actively engaged in learning acts,
brainstorming ideas, building arguments,
researching and cooperating to develop as
critical individuals. This first year of the
pilot launch of the new project-based
subject, we worked with our 1st junior
secondary school graders on a project
entitled “The conflicts between secondary
school students” in an attempt to define the
reasons for which and the modes in which
conflicts break out at school, the various
feelings developed at adolescence, the
different ways of emotional growth and the
benefits of regulating these feelings. The
topic under scope was school violence, so
that, with the students’ personal
experiences, there might be an awakening
to what constitutes positive and negative
behaviours and how important value-based
education is for future citizenship. In this
framework, we developed a short movie
clip on bullying to sensitise likely victims
and a PPT presentation describing our
students’ working procedures. Our project
results
can
be
reached
at
1)
http://youtu.be/wtZ-x9pNHeI, 2)
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/77793749
/%CE%92%CE%99%CE%A9%CE%9C%CE
%91%CE%A4%CE%99%CE%9A%CE%95%
CE%A3%20%CE%94%CE%A1%CE%91%C
E%A3%CE%95%CE%99%CE%A3%20%CE
%91%CE%84%20%CE%93%CE%A5%CE%
9C%CE%9D%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%C
E%9F%CE%A5.ppt and 3) our school blog
(http://blogs.sch.gr/gympanop).
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“A Needs Analysis Questionnaire”
Niki Kalogeri, Primary School Teacher in Ilia
This needs analysis questionnaire, which is
based on the questionnaires designed by
Seedhouse (1995), Watanabe (2006) and
Spratt (1999), requests information about
students’
background,
purposes,
preferences,
difficulties,
learning
strategies, classroom participation styles
and preferred topics.
The aim of the questionnaire is to
investigate the learners’ subjective and
objective needs (Brindley, 1984). In
assessing objective needs, one can include
information about students’ background

and language proficiency with respect to
how they will use English outside the
classroom. In assessing subjective needs
one can include information about
students’ attitudes towards learning
English, their purposes and preferences
(Graves, 2004).
The results of the questionnaire will help
the English teacher adapt teaching
materials, evaluate the coursebook, modify
the coursebook tasks and design effective
activities based on the particular students’
needs.

This questionnaire is designed to identify your preferred ways of learning English in the
primary school.
Please complete the questionnaire. Your answers will provide needed information for
planning effective materials and activities.
Name:
Date:
PART A. Please circle:

Yes or

No

Student’s background
1) Do you learn English in ‘Frontistirio’ or in private lessons?
2) Have you got relatives or friends abroad?
3) Have you got a computer?
4) Have you got a printer?
5) Have you got Internet access?
6) Do you send e-mails in English?
Purposes and reasons: Why are you learning English?
1) Because my parents want me to learn English.
2) Because I want to get a Certificate.
3) So I can travel abroad.
4) So I can read books in English.
5) So I can send e-mails to children all over the world.
6) So I can understand English songs and films.
7) So I can play computer games and find information in the Internet.
8) I don’t know why I’m learning English.

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

No
No
No
No
No
No

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

Problems: Is it difficult for you………
1) to learn new word?
Yes
No
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2) to learn grammar rules?
3) to speak English?
4) to understand English people?
5) to read English text?
6) to write in English?
7) other

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

No
No
No
No
No
No

PART B. Please circle the appropriate response.
Speaking and Listening Skills.
Do you like………
Not at all
1) the speaking tasks in in your coursebook?
1
2) participating in role-plays?
1
3) making presentations of projects?
1
4) listening to songs?
1
5) listening to CDs from fairy tales?
1
6) the listening activities in your coursebook?
1

Not so much
2
2
2
2
2
2

Reading and Writing Skills
Do you like…….
Not at all
1) reading aloud in the classroom?
1
2) reading short stories and fairy tales?
1
3) reading texts in your book?
1
4) reading articles from the Internet?
1
5) writing cards?
1
6) writing poems?
1
7) writing e-mails?
1
8) doing the writing tasks in your coursebook?
1
9) doing the self-assessment test in your coursebook? 1

Somewhat
3
3
3
3
3
3

Not so much
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

Learning Strategies and Classroom Participation Styles
Do you like……
Not at all Not so much
1) memorizing vocabulary lists?
1
2
2) studying grammar rules?
1
2
3) translation exercises?
1
2
4) dictation?
1
2
5) your teacher to explain everything to you?
1
2
6) checking other students’ writing?
1
2
7) individual tasks?
1
2
8) pair work?
1
2
9) working in small groups?
1
2
10) doing projects?
1
2
11) participating in short sketches?
1
2

A lot
4
4
4
4
4
4

Somewhat
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

Somewhat
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
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A lot
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

A lot
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
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12) watching video?
13) using the Internet in the classroom?
14) other
Topics
Do you like to talk about….
1) food, cooking?
2) music?
3) environment?
4) animals?
5) sports?
6) foreign culture, habits?
7) computers?
8) hobbies?
9) art?
10) historical events?
11) movies?
12) geography?
13) travelling?
14) famous people?
15) other

Not at all
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1
1

Not so much
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

2
2
2

3
3
3

Somewhat
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

4
4
4

A lot
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Thank you very much!
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The “Poetry in Pictures” project in e-Twinning”
Ioannis Kiskiras
English Teacher at the Primary School of Havari, Ilia
This is an e-Twinning project I carried out
with my 6th grade primary school students
of Havari, Ilia and their peers of the
5th Primary school of Przemysl, Poland,
under the guidance of their teacher, Mrs.
Agnieszka Kaminska. It is actually a
continuation in a broader frame of last
year’s project entitled “Poetry in Pictures”
and the biggest part of the produced
material was printed and displayed at
school.
Our concept was that pupils would create
their own poems, draw pictures or take
photos connected with the topic, find titles
and present poems learning them by heart.
They would also have the opportunity to
practice writing in English and express
their creativity.
The steps to the project

Learning aims: to express creativity,
improve writing in English and develop
their interest in poetry, taking photos and
drawing
Procedures: Partners would communicate
through the Internet, send tasks to each
other via Internet and share their ideas. The
project was to last for 3 months and the

expected products would be: short poems
with pictures.
Students would work individually and in
small groups
Learning outcomes: Students were
expected to develop their ability in writing
in English and find interests in reading and
creating poems.

TASK 1 : Τα 2 σχολεία ζωγραφίζουν
πάνω σε στίχους ποιηµάτων Ελλήνων
και Πολωνών ποιητών.
Τραγουδάκια του Φωτούλη
Σύννεφο τριαντάφυλλο, σύννεφο
αµαξόπουλο.
Οι φραγκοσυκιές µε κατατρύπησαν.
Κάθουµαι και τρώω χρυσά φραγκόσυκα.
Το κοτσύφι µ' είδε και µε ζήλεψε.
Του 'δωσα φραγκόσυκα- τα φτερά του µου
'δωσε.
Τώρα κείνο κάθεται και µασάει στην πέτρα
µου·
κι εγώ από δω πάνου, από το σύννεφο
σας πετώ φλουριά κι αµυγδαλόψυχες.
Γιάννης Ρίτσος
Να σ’ αγναντεύω, θάλασσα
Να σ’ αγναντεύω, θάλασσα,
να µη χορταίνω απ’ το βουνό ψηλά
στρωτή και καταγάλανη και µέσα να
πλουταίνω
απ’ τα µαλάµατά σου τα πολλά.
Να ναι χινοπωριάτικον αποµεσήµερο,
όντας µετ’ άξαφνη νεροποντή
χυµάει µες απ’ τα σύνεφα θαµπωτικά
γελώντας
ήλιος χωρίς µαντύ.
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Να ταξιδεύουν στον αγέρα τα νησάκια,
οι κάβοι, τ’ ακρόγιαλα σαν µεταξένιοι
αχνοί
και µε τους γλάρους συνοδιά κάποτ’ ένα
καράβι
ν’ ανοίγουν να το παίρνουν οι ουρανοί.
Κώστας Βάρναλης
Πώς ήθελα
Πώς ήθελα γατί και εγώ
αχ να 'µουν γεννηµένο,
µε το φεγγάρι να γυρνώ,
στα δέντρα να ανεβαίνω!
∆ε θα 'χανα χρυσόν καιρό
κάθε στιγµή να αλλάζω
ή να παγαίνω στο σκολειό
ή σπίτι να διαβάζω.
Αν ήθελα ποτές δουλειά,
το τόπι θα κυλούσα·
και ποντικάκια ή και πουλιά
θα τσάκωνα αν πεινούσα.
Αν είχα πάλι ακαµωσιά*,
να! θα κουλουριαζόµουν
και δίχως έννοιες στη φωτιά
κοντά θα ζεσταινόµουν.
Μα ξέχασα... για δες εκεί!...
Αν ήµουνα γατάκι,
θα 'µουν τής µάνας µου παιδί;
Για σκέψου αυτό λιγάκι!
Αλέξανδρος Πάλλης

This is what the Polish students
draw:
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GEORGIA PETROPOULOU
And so their haughty fleet /
cruises smoothly over your
whole life…
(Clouds by Wislawa
Szymborska)

TASK 2 : We take and share photos
inspired by Greek and Polish poetry.
TASK 2 : our students’ photos:
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GEORGIA PETROPOULOU
Compared to clouds, / life rests
on solid ground / practically
permanent, almost eternal…
(Clouds by Wislawa
Szymborska)

HARA GRILLA

Only a white-haired old man, who would be a
prophet
Yet is not a prophet, for he's much too busy,
Repeats while he binds his tomatoes:
No other end of the world will there be,
No other end of the world will there be.
(A Song On The End Of The World
by Czeslaw Milosz)

GEORGIA PETROPOULOU
As long as the bumblebee visits a rose…
(A Song On The End Of The World by
Czeslaw Milosz)

A fisherman mends a glimmering net. /
Happy porpoises jump in the sea…
(A Song On The End Of The World by
Czeslaw Milosz)
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HARA GRILLA
And those who expected lightning and
thunder
Are disappointed.
And those who expected signs and
archangels' trumps
Do not believe it is happening now
(A Song On The End Of The World by
Czeslaw Milosz)

MARIANNA PARASKEVOPOULOU
Lo! Sun in blood-shade setting,
hope there is no more.
The gale in triumph howls…
(The Tempest
by ADAM MICKIEWICZ)

FANIS DALAVOURAS
VASSILIS KYVERNITIS

Unburdened by memory of any kind,
they float easily over the facts.
What on earth could they bear
witness to?
(Clouds by Wislawa Szymborska )

On the day the world ends
Women walk through the
fields under their
umbrellas…
(A Song On The End Of
The World by Czeslaw
Milosz )
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FANIS DALAVOURAS

Polish students took pictures
inspired by the Greek poems...
Πίνοντας ήλιο κορινθιακό

HARA GRILLA

MARIANNA PARASKEVOPOULOU

Πίνοντας ήλιο κορινθιακό
∆ιαβάζοντας τα µάρµαρα
∆ρασκελίζοντας αµπέλια θάλασσες
Σηµαδεύοντας µε το καµάκι
Ένα τάµα ψάρι που γλιστρά
Βρήκα τα φύλλα που ο ψαλµός του ήλιου
αποστηθίζει Τη ζωντανή στεριά που ο
πόθος χαίρεται
Ν' ανοίγει.
Πίνω νερό κόβω καρπό
Χώνω το χέρι µου στις φυλλωσιές του
ανέµου
Οι λεµονιές αρδεύουνε τη γύρη της
καλοκαιριάς
Τα πράσινα πουλιά σκίζουν τα όνειρά µου
Φεύγω µε µια µατιά
Ματιά πλατιά όπου ο κόσµος ξαναγίνεται
Όµορφος από την αρχή στα µέτρα της
καρδιάς.
Ο. Ελύτης
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Πρωινό άστρο
Σ’ ένα µαξιλάρι – φεγγαράκι
το παιδί µου αποκοιµήθηκε.
Όλη η πλάση στις µύτες των ποδιών
κοιτάζει απ’ το παράθυρό µας
κοιτάζει το παιδί µου που κοιµήθηκε.
Όλα τ’ αστέρια
µια µυγδαλιά ανθισµένη αστέρια
µπρος στο παράθυρό µας
κοιτάζει το παιδί µου που κοιµήθηκε.
Ο θεός των σπουργιτιών και των παιδιών
πίσω από µια κουρτίνα λουλουδένια
κοιτάζει το παιδί µου που κοιµήθηκε.
Σιγά, µανούλα,
σιγά.
Θα το ξυπνήσεις.
Τι θόρυβο που κάνει
η πορτούλα της καρδιάς σου
καθώς ανοιγοκλείνει
στον κήπο της χαράς.
Γιάννης Ρίτσος

Dominika Skura
In a pillow - moon
my child is falling asleep.
All creation on tiptoe …
( “Morning Star “ , Yannis Ritsos )

Michał Bobko
… I cut fruit
I thrust my hand in the wind's foliage….
( Drinking Corinthian Sun , Odysseus
Elytis )
Michał Kasprzyk
… Other creations, (open sea,…
( “Summer’99 , Nikos Fokas)
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Kacper Kasprzyk
… Other creations, (open sea, sky,
mountain slopes,
Visages of this land, parents and
friends)
Through my free will they all appear
( “ Summer ’99”, Nikos Fοkαs)

Sylwia Kanikuła
…With my own free will, each morning
I create
The vineyards and the olive groves as
though on a black canvas…
( “Summer ’99 “, Nikos Fokas)

Karolina Kiełbasa
Michał i Kacper Kasprzyk
…A colorful bird (that too my own
invention)
Falls heavily on the foliage.
Like a kite out of the stillness. …
( Summer ’99 “ , Nikos Fοkαs )

…Visages of this land…
( “Summer ‘99” , Nikos Fokas)
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With a freshness of grass,
With a smell of spring,
Certainly you know that it is right here.
(on the same picture )
“Beautiful Nature”
by Patrycja and Sandra
Julia Głowniak…

Nature makes us amazed
not every day.

The god of sparrows and children
behind a floral curtain
is looking at my child falling asleep …..
( “Morning Star”, Yannis Ritsos)

The day without nature ,
would be a lost day.

TASK 3 : We exchange photos and
write poems inspired by the photos.
The children recite on video poems
by poets of the other country
presenting their work to the students
of the cooperating school.
Poems by the Polish students

Who loves it,
and its children: trees, bushes, flowers
may enjoy!
The four seasons appear
and pass away quickly.
Beautiful trees, new flowers
changed the world today!
The trees make the place more beautiful,
And when the wind blows,
The leaves rustle happily.
And spots of the sun were twinkling among
trees.
Just trees, just flowers,

Living souls,
by Julia and Karolina

"Spring" by Sylwia and Zofia
That morning, I spotted a wonderful tree,
Branches blooming in pink,
Swinging above a shiny, fresh grass,

Tree blooms in pink,
Above dead stony monuments.
living tears cry
and blossoming beautiful treenature, blesses the souls of our ancestors.
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"Dream of dreams"
by Kacper , Michał and Paweł
Oh dreams of dreams
a house at the beach
at the fisherman's boat
which has a tatoo of a bird.
When I see her in the wind
nudges water and air
until it breaks my heart,
That every day on the beach
It lies still blank, what a ledge
How many years there is this one
I will not count
And for the old fisherman's boat it no
longer counts
Because it rests in the grave of the old
humble man

Poems by our school 6th graders

Walking
I am walking in a road
Without an end
The clouds are my hope
The mountains are my company.
How long will I be walking?
In an endless road?
God forsook me;
Human voice, too.
Περπατώ σε ένα δρόµο
Που δεν έχει τελειωµό
Με ελπίδα τα σύννεφα
Συντροφιά µου τα βουνά
Πόσο ακόµη θα συνεχιστεί
Να περπατώ σ’ έναν άπειρο δρόµο
Παραµεληµένος απ’ το Θεό
Κι από ανθρώπινη λαλιά;

The History of Life
The grass is blowing in the wind
The clouds are singing to me
And the birds are whispering
the history of life.
Το χορτάρι ανεµίζει
Τα σύννεφα µου τραγουδούν
Και τα πουλιά ψιθυρίζουν
Την ιστορία της ζωής

( Χαρά, Μαριάννα, Μαρία, Βασίλης,
Γιώργος)
(on the same picture)
The dragon mountain
Ants are walking on the dragon’s back
Sliding on the dragon’s tail.
They are climbing onto his feet
Getting into his ears
Getting out of his eyes.

(Georgia)
The dragon became a stone
People walk on him
Flowers and trees bloom
And little children love
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The dragon’s mountain.
Μυρµήγκια περπατούν στη ράχη του δράκου
Κυλάνε στην ουρά του δράκου
Σκαρφαλώνουν απ’ τα πόδια του
Μπαίνουν στ’ αυτιά του
Φαίνονται απ’ τα µάτια του.
Ο ∆ράκος πέτρωσε
Άνθρωποι περπατούν επάνω του
Λουλούδια και δέντρα ανοίγουν
Και τα µικρά παιδιά αγαπούν
Το βουνό του ∆ράκου.
( George G., Fanis)

Κι εκεί που κανείς δεν υπάρχει.
Όλα τα ζώα του δάσους το έχουν
εγκαταλείψει
Και από τότε
Μόνο του ζει.
(Christina)
(on the same photograph)
Τα πουλιά κελαηδούν
Στα κλαδιά του δέντρου
Όλοι χορεύουν
Χωρίς να λένε αντίο.
No Goodbye
Birds are singing
On the branches of the tree
Everyone is dancing
Without saying goodbye.
(Νίκος)

European Day of Languages
Forest and Ogre
A huge ogre lives in the forest
Everybody’s afraid of it.
No one can get close to it.
It is a lonely ogre.
It lives where the prettiest flowers bloom,
Where you can find clean rivers
and there
no one exists.
All the forest’s animals have deserted it
And since then
it has been living alone.
Στο δάσος ζει ένα µεγάλο ξωτικό
Όλοι το φοβούνται
Κανένας δεν το πλησιάζει
Το ξωτικό είναι µόνο του.
Ζει εκεί που φυτρώνουν τα πιο ωραία
λουλούδια
Εκεί που υπάρχουν καθαρά ποτάµια

ECML (European Centre of Modern
Languages)
celebrates
the
annual
Languages Anniversary with a treasure of
activities to be used in the language
classroom.
Click
on
http://edl.ecml.at/LanguageFun/tabid/1516/
language/en-GB/Default.aspx, to surf the
site and find enjoyable tasks for your
learners.
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Comenius 2012-2014
“European Friends - Traditional Toys and Games”
Sophia Kouzouli
English Teacher, 1st Primary School of Pyrgos

The 1st Primary school of Pyrgos participated in a multilateral Comenius Project, called
European Friends: Traditional Toys and Games. The mascot of the Greek school, Apollo,
travelled around the nine countries, visited the partners' schools and stayed at pupils' houses.
This story is based on the posts that pupils uploaded on the blog of the mascot at :
http://www.comeniustoysandgames.com/Mascot+Blogs/Apollo+-+Greece. We thank Sophia
Kouzouli, English teacher in the 1st Primary school for her inspired and inspiring work in the
project and for always being alert to innovative ideas and developments.
The project ‘aimed to raise awareness of
the partners’ own and others’ national
language, history, geography and culture
through play and games. It also intended to
awaken the pupils’ curiosity and interest
for other cultures and language by sharing
facts, experiences and time with their
European peers, which would enrich them
physically, emotionally and mentally.
Teachers and students participated in
various games, workshops and ICT
activities that included: researching the
history of toys in their own and other
countries, learning to play games/sports
and to teach them to others, designing and
manufacturing toys made from natural
materials and mathematical games to
support number skills, also addressing the
requirements individuals with differing
needs. The nine partner schools exchanged

information via post, a shared website,
webchats, a blog, the internet and by
participating in mobilities. The children
were encouraged to develop European
spirit while learning to respect and value
the diversity amongst them. You can enjoy
a wonderful presentation of the project
experiences by Apollo the mascot by
clicking
on:
http://www.slideshare.net/SophiaKouzouli/
apollos-travels-with-the-comenius-projecteuropean-friends-traditional-toys-andgames, or view cute videos at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNZF
9OTlBxI#t=98
and
https://plus.google.com/u/0/stream/circles/
p31df354d0fe92df0 (mobility in UK) or
https://plus.google.com/u/0/stream/circles/
p31df354d0fe92df0 (mobility in Belgium).
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A Cross-Curriculum Project on English and Computer Science
Evgenia Berdesi
English Teacher
1st Primary School of Kato Achaia
Getting started
Environmental pollution is a topic
that concerns people and especially the
teaching community. It has been a popular
topic for school assignments, speaking
lessons and essays, since there is a
consensus that the new generation should
be aware of the problems and dangers of
the destruction of the planet and propose
feasible solutions to the society. Therefore,
we decided to assign a project in order to
use previous knowledge, expand it and
present it by integrating technology.
This project was based on two main
subjects of primary school, English and
Computer Science. The topic is on
environmental problems and it was chosen
considering the fact that students have
already learnt some basic ideas concerning
the environment as one of the chapters of
their English course book is about the
environmental problems. To be more
specific, the main topic of the project is
students to create English mind maps on
the environmental problems and the
possible solutions, using Inspiration
educational software. The outcome is a
poster that depicts students' work and it
was presented at the final celebration of
the school, in June 2011.
Thinking about the project
Innovations
Mind maps are a useful tool in
education as they include visual effects and
can be used in several ways during the
teaching procedure. For instance, they can
be handed out to students as a memorizing
tool or they can be constructed either

partially or thoroughly by the students
themselves. Mind maps can also be
enhanced electronically with pictures and
hyperlinks, so students can use them in a
creative way.
The construction of mind maps
promotes students' autonomy towards
knowledge as they are asked to use their
imagination and creativity and at the same
time to organize previous knowledge and
combine it with new information according
to their own point of view. Visual learners
are also highly benefited as they express
their ideas and pieces of information by
using a variety of shapes, colors, patterns
and pictures that are included in the
Inspiration program.
Main Idea
The main objective of this particular
project entitled “Let's Save Our Planet”, is
to introduce the topic “Environmental
Problems” in
English and practicing
English in a innovative way through
computer software. The students are asked
to start their own construction of mind
maps by using the basic idea of
“Environmental Problems” and propose
solutions respectively. The students have to
deal with a “common” topic through an
innovative, new application and at the
same time they have to combine it with
previous knowledge of English and
Computer Science. They are also asked to
use a combination of knowledge of
Informatics as they have to surf the net,
choose the material they want to work
with, organize information, create mind
maps and present them.
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Theoretical background
This particular project is based on
the
theory
of
behaviorism
and
structuralism. Teachers' roles are less
active as the students have the main
control of their work. Teachers mainly are
conductors and try to encourage students
and intervene the learning procedure the
least the possible.
In this project technology plays an
important role as it divides knowledge into
small steps. The projector connected with
the teachers' computer also provides
immediate feedback to students and
supports them to acquire basic skills. The
software helps students to organize and
visualize knowledge through the shapes
and patterns that are created. Therefore,
knowledge
is
acquired
through
structuralism as there is interaction
between the students and the computer.
Moreover,
cooperation
and
discussion are quite beneficial for students
as they take responsibility of what they
want to create. They have the opportunity
to express themselves, be creative,
organize their material, and experiment . In
this way students work in a creative
environment and finally they acquire
knowledge.

or in pairs, as there were not enough
computers for individual work. The
material needed were the computers of the
lab, a projector connected with the
teachers' computer and Inspiration
software installed in the students'
computers. A whiteboard was also helpful
in order to set the rules and give some
clarifications. At the end of the project a
questionnaire was handed out and
answered by the students as the feedback
of the whole experience and indicated the
students' opinion on their performance.
Pre required knowledge
Students need to have some basic
knowledge on the notion of the
environment that in this case was pretaught. They should also be able to spot the
difference between the causes, the effects
and the solutions of environmental
problems. They also need to be
accustomed to working with key words. As
far as technology skills are concerned, they
need to have some basic skills on
computers such as to know how to use
Inspiration program and internet. They also
need to know how to file and store data.
Learning Objectives

In this project students were able:
•
to understand the difference among
the notions of “cause”, “problem”,
This project was implemented on
“solution”
students of E grade but it can be adjustable
•
to understand the way people can
to lower and higher classes of primary and
communicate and convey ideas through
secondary school. According to the level
technology
of students and the pre teaching procedure,
•
to create mind maps
four didactic hours were required to
•
to learn the productive way of
complete the project. One hour was
thinking
dedicated to explain students what they
had to do, give basic rules and details.
to cooperate, explore, discover
Students had worked on the main course of
•
to participate disregarding learning
their project for two hours and the last hour
weaknesses
was dedicated to feedback and discussion
•
to learn and have fun through an
with the students. Also, due to the
unconventional way of teaching
restrictive facilities of the school, students
to connect knowledge of English
worked at the school lab either individually
and computer skills
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•
to revise vocabulary connected
with environment
•
to practice previous knowledge and
integrate skills
•
to revise and recycle vocabulary
and ideas concerning the environment
to make a poster
•
to apply and practise computer
program
•
to learn how to search for
information and download photos for
projects
Final Conclusions
After finishing the project students
were asked to fill in a questionnaire (see
appendix), in order to express their
feelings on the project. As they stated, it
was not that “hard” for them to create a
mind map about the environmental
problems, as they had already learnt the
basic ideas on both classes of Informatics
and English. Inspiration program was a
software that was quite easy for them to
use, as most of them had a strong
background of computer skills. Some of
the problems anticipated such as confusion
among the difference of notions “cause”,
“problem”, “solution”, were overcome
after the teachers intervention. As the
students stated, it was a quite pleasant
assignment and they enjoyed the whole
experience as an overall. All of them
admitted that the project helped them
understand the importance of mind maps
and revise English vocabulary.
Samples of Students' Mind Maps
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Cross curriculum project questionnaire.
Planning, drawing and presenting
information in English: Environmental
problems and solutions
Complete
1. What I liked from this project was
…
2. What I didn't like from this project
was …
3. The easiest part of this project was
…
4. The most difficult part of this
project was …

Greek movies throughout the years. For
further information, watch our project
presentation
at
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1D
H11PjfJKkD7kTEJZ1kLO0CBNFgw03UqtWCyxydzXg/edit?force
hl=1&hl=en-GB
Students feel they belong to school or they
don’t. Why does this happen? We
investigated this issue during the new
school subject on experiential learning
with the 1st graders. The results are
amazing and they can be reached at
http://anngeorgak.flipsnackedu.com/brows
e/fcfgx0lj.

Give a mark from 1-10
This project helped me :
1. to learn and understand the
inspiration program …
2. to learn how to download pictures
from the internet ….
3. to revise vocabulary about the
environment …
4. to learn how to organise
information …
5. to understand what the problems
and solutions of a topic are …
6. to cooperate with my teachers …
7. to cooperate with my classmates

“The history of the cinema: a
cultural project”
Anna Georgakopoulou
German Teacher
st
1 Junior Secondary School of
Amaliada
How much do you know about movie
world? Our cultural project probed into the
history of the cinema to explore the
cultural development of international and

How about organizing your school project
and other work digitally? We have created
an e-magazine and a wiki for our school
projects. You can view the magazine at
http://schoolpress.sch.gr/anikein/?p=16
and
the
wiki
at
http://englishict2013a.wikispaces.com/%C
E%93%CE%B5%CF%89%CF%81%CE%
B3%CE%B1%CE%BA%CE%BF%CF%8
0%CE%BF%CF%8D%CE%BB%CE%BF
%CF%85+%CE%86%CE%BD%CE%BD
%CE%B1.
Inspiration and will is all you need!
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“The adventures of Huckleberry Finn: Literature, Language and Project
work”
Marios Kapatsoulias
English Teacher
Senior Secondary School of Lampia, Ilia
During the past year (2013-14) the impact
of the death of Nelson Mandela was such
that I conceived the idea of familiarizing
my 1st grade students of the Senior
Secondary school of Lampia, Ilia, with the
history and the culture of black slavery and
oppression. Within the framework of the
“Project” subject, the students were
encouraged to act as the translators of a
simplified version (Heinemann ELT) of the
novel “The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn” by Mark Twain.
The book tells the story of a young black
14-year-old boy who decides to run away
with a fugitive black slave. Their travel to
freedom on a wooden raft became for us
not only a source of inspiration, but also a
cause for research and reflection. Racism
and slavery are two notions evident in our
story and living, though in continually
changing forms, since the American civil
war up to date. The American Civil War
particularly targeted the institution of
slavery, and when the Declaration of the
emancipation of Afro-americans was
signed in 1862-63, about 40% of their
population gained their freedom.
Slavery is a brutal institution causing the
violent separation of families, the
inhumane working and living conditions
for the enslaved and their subjection to all
kinds of humiliation and oppression.
The fact that there are still 12.000.000
modern slaves of all ages, according to
UNESCO, proves that racism and
prejudice are deeply rooted in human
behaviour. Nelson Mandela was a figure
who became an anti-racism symbol
fighting with all his might the racial
segregation regime called Apartheid in
South Africa and paid this price with life

imprisonment. As such, he made the path
for us to explore the history of slavery
through a classical novel with a common
theme. The students set as the focus of
their project work initially to investigate
the phenomenon of slavery by reading the
novel first, then the life and deeds of
Nelson Mandela on Wikipedia and on his
Foundation website and finally reflect on
the causes and effects of old and modern
slavery.
An initiative that aimed to both underpin
the set goals and also boost the students’
language skills was the translation of the
simplified version (Heinemann ELT) of the
novel “The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn” by Mark Twain. Given the fact that
our students’ language level is low, the
selected version enabled them to
understand the foreign text and
consequently to turn it into Greek. The
result
was
really
unexpectedly
encouraging, whereas the whole procedure
also involved class discussion, language
work and craft making, with students
constructing a model wooden raft in the
basis of the text. Through project work and
literature, the students enhanced their
appreciation of the foreign language and
developed real life skills. Our project
product
can
be
seen
at
http://westenglish.weebly.com/teachers-atwork.html.

The model raft of the young heroes
reconstructed by the students with reeds
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TESTING TIIME
Final course tests for 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade learners of the Senior Secondary School of
Vounargo, Ilia
Stergiani Dimopoulou
English Teacher
Junior and Senior Secondary school of Vounargo, Ilia

FINAL TEST IN ENGLISH (1)
1st grade, senior secondary school
PART: A – READING COMPREHENSION
TAKING ON THE WORLD

Ellen MacArthur has sailed single-handedly around the world, twice, and set many
records in the process. Ellen MacArthur was born in Derbyshire, which in Britain is as
far from the sea as you can get! She went sailing on the east coast of England with her
aunt. Ellen fell in love with the sea and sailing. She had been saving up her school money
for three years to buy a dinghy sail on a local pond.
In 1995, Ellen sailed single-handedly around Britain in
a 6 ½-metre yacht. In 1997, she went to France, bought another 6 ½-metre yacht
and sailed solo across the Atlantic. In 1998, she entered the Route du Rhum, a race
from France to the Caribbean, winning the class for 15-metre boats.
But few people outside the world of sailing had heard of her until she took part in the
2000/2001 VendeeGlobe. This non-stop solo around-the-world race is sailing’s
toughest challenge, and perhaps the hardest in any sport. Ellen finished second in
her new boat, Kingfisher, becoming the youngest person and the fastest woman to
sail around the world alone.
Millions of TV viewers, watching on webcam, admired her courage and determination while in danger.
When she reached the coast after ninety-four days, 200,000 people were waiting to cheer
her.
Coming second was an amazing achievement, but Ellen was unlucky not to come first. In
the final part of the race, she was fighting for the lead when she hit a container. While 1 8
she was repairing her boat, Michel Desjoyeaux was reaching the finish line just
aday before her.
Ellen set new records for solo transatlantic sailing. In 2004, she set off in a trimaran to break the record for sailing
solo around the world. 50,660 kilometers later, she sailed into the record books again.
(Based on: Jenny Dooley and Virginia Evans’, “BLOCKBUSTER 4!”, Student’s Book, Express
Publishing, 2012, Module 2, Unit 7, p:22)
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1. Read the text and choose the correct option (A, B or C) for items 1 - 1 0.
1. This text is about …..
A. sailing.
B. sailing races and vessels.
C. a sailing athlete.
2. The main character of the text ……
A. is not a popular person. B. is a brave and determined
C. always sails in the same
person.
type of vessel.
3. Mac Arthur would not have learnt how to sail if……
A. she hadn’t gone to the B. she hadn’t gone sailing with
C. she hadn’t saved up for a
west coast of England.
her aunt.
vessel.
4. ……………………………….. helped a lot in making Ellen known to people outside the world of sailing.
A. Her personality
B. Winning many races
C. Technology and television
5. The most demanding race she has taken part in is……
A. the Route du Rhum
B. the round-Britain yacht race
C. the Vendee Globe
6. In the text, we learn that Ellen has sailed in …………………… vessels so far.
A. six
B. three
C. four
7. Her opponent in the Vendee Globe beat her ……………………………
A. because she didn’t
B. only by a day.
C. early in the race. know
how to repair
her vessel.
8. It took Ellen ……………………….. to complete in the Vendee Globe race.
A. a little more than
B. a little less than three months C. four months three
months
9. What does “…fighting for the lead…” in line 1 8 of the text mean?
A. trying to become
B. trying hard to be first
C. trying to finish
a leader
10. Mac Arthur has…………………….
A. finished second more B. not always sailed solo
C. set many sailing records.
times than finishing
first.
2. Fill in the sentences that follow with the correct form of the words on the left
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FINAL TEST IN ENGLISH (2)
2nd grade, senior secondary school
PART: A – READING COMPREHENSION (35 %)
WHEN’S DINNER?
What difference does eating dinner as a family make to
children?
Let’s take Gary, a busy 13-year-old attending a private school, whose parents are both successful and busy,
and fourteen-year-old Janis, who is poor, attends a state school and whose parents work in factories.
Janis will do better at school and have fewer behavior problems because her family
meet every night enjoying each other’s company and eating. In Gary’s house,
however, everyone grabs something to eat at different times not spending time
together. Obviously, kids’ sports schedules run into dinner and parents working late
are too tired to cook, plus everyone likes different food anyway.
Studies have shown that kids eating with their families get higher marks and have fewer
behavior problems no matter if it is a single-parent or two-parent family, a big or a
small one. Apparently, those children are also less likely to smoke, drink or take drugs
and are physically healthier.
During family meals the family get together and share the events of the day strengthening family ties and
dealing with pressures and problems.
(Based on: Αλεξία Megan Blair & Kevin McCormick’s, “REVISED CHOICES for D Class”, Student’s
Book, Burlington Books, 2008, Unit 11, p: 86)
1 . Read the text and tick (√ ) true or false.
∆ιαβάστε το κείµενο και βάλτε (√ ) στο σωστό ή λάθος.

(2 points)

TRUE FALSE
1.
2.
3.
4.

Family meals make a big difference to children.
The only reason many families nowadays don’t eat together is the children’s
busy schedules.
Kids who don’t eat with their family are less likely to smoke or drink.
Family meals benefit kids no matter the type or the size of the family.

2. Match the words in Column A to their synonyms in Column B.
Αντιστοιχίστε τις λέξεις της Στήλης Α µε τα συνώνυµά τους στη
Στήλη Β.
COLUMN A
1. ties
2. apparently
3. strengthen
4. physically

(2 points)

COLUMN B
a. make sth more intense
b. of the body
c. obviously
d. bonds
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PART: B (35 %)
1. Fill in the blank with the correct preposition. Choose one from the table below. (2 points)
Συµπληρώστε τα κενά µε τη σωστή πρόθεση. ∆ιαλέξτε µία από τον παρακάτω πίνακα.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

from, up, down, of, on, for
Julie’s life is full ………….. action. You see, she’s a police investigator.
Gary comes ………….. a wealthy background.
I usually make ……………… a sandwich for my son and daughter to take to school with them.
I can see you’re very upset. Calm ………………..!
Ann has put up some weight. She needs to go ………….. a diet.
“Allou Fun Park” is an adventure park which caters …………….. all tastes.

2. Choose the right word to fill in the sentences. (2 points)
∆ιαλέξτε τη σωστή λέξη για να συµπληρώσετε τις προτάσεις.
1. She hasn’t eaten anything / something.

2. There’s nobody / somebody at the door. Will you open it?
3. Jennifer needed red shoes to match her dress. She looked somewhere / everywhere, but she
didn’t find some / any.
4. Mum, when are you going to the super market? There’s nothing / anything to eat.
3. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the infinitive or the –ing form. (2 points)
Συµπληρώστε τα κενά µε το σωστό τύπο του απαρεµφάτου ή µε τον τύπο µε το - ing.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The kid was made ……………………………(tell) the truth.
Imagine…………………………….(live) in a villa.
Mum keeps ………………………….(tell) me I am too young……………………….(stay) out late.
Do you mind ………………………….(close) the window? It’s getting cold in here.
John is unlikely …………………………..(come) to the party. He’s studying hard for the exams.
Mary’s father let her…………………….(borrow) his car for the weekend.

4. Use the word given at the end of each sentence to form a word that fits in the space. (2 points)
Χρησιµοποιήστε τη λέξη που σας δίνετε στο τέλος κάθε πρότασης για να φτιάξετε τη λέξη που
ταιριάζει στο κενό.
1. When I meet with my boyfriend I don’t like having people around. I prefer
meeting him in ………………………………….. .
PRIVATELY
2. I don’t have the ………………………………… to carry all those bags.
STRONG
3. The standard of living has changed a lot in recent years. That is why ……………………….
POOR
levels have risen.
4. The teacher punished him because he …………………………………. in class.
BEHAVIOR
5. It makes no …………………………….. whether you like the FIAT or the FORD. He has
decided to buy the FORD and you know how stubborn he is!
DIFFERENT
6. Most teenagers today have adopted ……………………………………eating habits which in
in turn results in lots of them being obese.
HEALTH
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PART: C (30%)
Last week you had a lesson about the time a family spends together and how important
this is for children. Write a paragraph explaining your point of view on the topic. (1 001 50 words) (4 points)

FINAL TEST IN ENGLISH (3)
3rd grade, senior secondary school
PART: A – READING COMPREHENSION (35 %)
RITES OF PASSAGE

People worldwide have intense emotions during times of major life changes. To mark
these transitions, they have ritual ceremonies, “rites”, sometimes unique to their own
culture.
BIRTHDAY PARTIES
In the past people noticed the repetition of the moon’s cycles and the first calendars
were made to
mark time changes and special days like birthdays. Not everyone celebrates birthday
alike.
In Mexico, on a birthday, blindfolded children take turns to break open the piñata
and get the sweets and toys from inside it. The kid who breaks it is considered lucky.
THE FIRST HAIRCUT
In Maliku, an island close to India, babies’ heads are shaved when they are
20 days old and it is then weighed against gold or silver, which is given to
the poor!
MEHENDI PARTY
Mehendi is the art of decorating women’s hands and feet with henna to celebrate
weddings in India and Pakistan. It symbolizes the change of the bride from a girl
into a man’s wife, a separation which is considered painful and that is why her
family and friends dance and sing folk songs.
Henna motifs symbolize love, fertility, loyalty, prosperity, good luck and the
initials of the groom.
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(Based on: Jenny Dooley and Virginia Evans’, “BLOCKBUSTER 4!”, Student’s Book,
Express Publishing, 2012, Module 6, Unit 26, p:77)
1 . Read the text and tick (√) true or false. (2 points)
∆ιαβάστε το κείµενο και βάλτε (√ ) στο σωστό ή το λάθος.
TRUE
1.

Rites are the same all over the world.

2.

We only started having birthdays when we noticed the
repetition of the moon’s cycles.

3.

Mexican piñatas are filled with toys and balloons.

4.

A piñata symbolizes good luck for the child that breaks it open.

5.

On the island of Maliku, a baby’s first hair is worth gold/silver
that they give to the poor.

6.

The Mehndi art is part of a special ritual for the men in India
and Pakistan.

7.

The bride is happy to part from her family that is
why everybody sings to her.

8.

The husband’s name is written in henna on the bride’s
hands during the wedding ritual.

FALSE

1 . Why do we have rites in our cultures?
(2 points)

2. What is a Mehendi party?
(2 points)

4. Match the words in Column A to their meanings in Column B.
(2 points)
Αντιστοιχίστε τις λέξεις της Στήλης Α µε τις ερµηνείες τους στη Στήλη Β.
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COLUMN A
1. rites
2. intense
3. unique
4. emotions
5. repetition
6. initials
7. prosperity
8. transition

COLUMN B
a. having good health and wealth
b. feelings
c. doing/saying sth again and again
d. very strong
e. of only one kind
f. going from one phase to another
g. rituals
h. the first letter of a word

PART: B (35 %)
1. Fill in the blanks with a preposition from the word bank below.
(2 points)
Συµπληρώστε τα κενά µε µία από τις προθέσεις από την τράπεζα λέξεων
που ακολουθεί.
down, on, over, for, back, to, in, through
1. Can you lend me €50? I’ll pay you…………………. tomorrow.
2. John is usually top of his class, but his grades have gone ……………………
recently.
3. Last year I joined an environmental programme …………………. India.
4. While I was studying in England, I charged everything……………………. my
credit card.
5. Going to Morocco on holiday I combined work ………………….. travel.
6. They went ……………………….. a very difficult time when their father died.
7. Go ………………….. your exercises and correct any mistakes before you hand
them in to the teacher.
8. Plastic surgery is inappropriate ………………….. the great majority of teenagers.
2. Use the word given at the end of each sentence to form a word that fits in the space.
(2 points)
Χρησιµοποιήστε τη λέξη που σας δίνετε στο τέλος κάθε πρότασης για να φτιάξετε τη
λέξη που ταιριάζει στο κενό.
1. My uncle had a heart attack yesterday and now he’s in hospital in ………………
care.
INTENSE
3. I didn’t hear what you just said. Could you ……………………….., please?
REPETITION
3. The standard of living has changed a lot in recent years. That is why ………………
levels have risen.
POOR
4. Pyros Dimas is a famous ………………………………..-lifting Greek champion.
WEIGH
5. Before buying a new car, you should take the cost of gas nowadays into
serious ………………………………..
CONSIDER
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5. Most fields in Ileia are very …………………………………. . One can tell by just
looking at all the tomatoes, strawberries and watermelons growing in them.
FERTILITY
3. Choose a,b or c to fill in the sentences. (2 points)
∆ιαλέξτε a,b or c για να συµπληρώσετε τις προτάσεις.
1. That hotel ………………………………………….
in
α.2005.
was built
b. has been built
c. built
2. The criminals ………………………………….
α. were forced
b. were forced to
c. would
3. New York ……………………………………. to be one of the most dangerous cities
in the world nowadays.
α. was said
b. is
c. is said
4. Joan ……………………………………… as teacher.
α. works
b. is working
c. worked
5. I …………………………………………to a really nice club yesterday.
α. went
b. had gone
c. was going
6. Before you …………………………………for your holiday, you must know how
much money you have.
α. will leave
b. live
c. leave
4. Fill in the dialogue with the correct sentence from the box. There is an extra one you do not
need. (2 points)
Συµπληρώστε το διάλογο µε τη σωστή πρόταση από το πλαίσιο. Υπάρχει µία παραπάνω που δεν
χρειάζεστε.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

What do you mean?
I don’t care what people think.
Well, that’s exactly why I’m sad-because I’ve got such a long face.
…and my mouth’s too big, and I’m so tall and skinny
Maybe, but I feel awkward and ugly.
Every teenager feels the way you do.
…you look absolutely great!
B: Hi, Tina. Why such a long face?
T: (1)……………………………………………………………?
B: I mean you don’t look all that happy.
T: (2)…………………….
B: No, you haven’t.
T: Yes, I have… (3) ………………………………………………………………………...
B: Wow! Wait a second! There’s nothing wrong with the way you look.
T: You’re just saying that because you like me.
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B: No, I’m being completely honest. Most girls would love to be tall and slim like you.
T: (4)…………………………………………………………………………………….
B: That’s only because you’re growing up. (5)……………………………………I
did, when I was your age.
T: Did you really?
B: Of course I did! So snap out of it- (6)…………………………………….………… .
PART: C (30%)
“How will you spend your summer holiday?” Write a text of 1 20- 1 50 words including
where you are going and when. Also, say what you are going to do while on holiday.
(4 points)

Stop Bullying!
Athina Tzourmeti
English Teacher
Senior Secondary School of Zacharo
Alerting students to the disastrous
emotional and physical effects of bullying
was the focus of a project carried out with
the students of the senior secondary school
of Zacharo. The project involved
sensitisation to and reflection on the
different forms bullying is expressed in the
school and social environment. Online
research
and
video
watching
(https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#imp/14
5c6de40847910f?projector=1)
and
(https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#imp/14
5c6c9b015a8225?projector=1) were some
modes of active information collection and
argumentation, which ended up in the
students’ producing a comprehensive PPT
presentation
(https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#imp/14

5c6de40847910f?projector=1) and a lovely
video
(https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#imp/14
5c6de40847910f?projector=1).
English
was the only channel of communication
and production, while the purposeful and
real life use of the language enabled the
students to use the English language
holistically, without focusing too much on
the structural elements of the language. At
an age when critical thinking and
citizenship skills need to be developed, the
anti-bullying project offered the students
the opportunity to think, argue and act as
real English speaking citizens.

Domo animate
http://domo.goanima
te.com
A great site for
animated creations!
Try it!
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Final course tests for 1 and 2 senior secondary students
Charalampos Kapsiotis
English Teacher
Senior Secondary school of Vasilaki, Ilia
Dear colleagues,
Since it’s exam time, I thought publishing
sample final tests would be interesting,
especially now that the much talked-about
changes have become practice. So,
blending the old and the new, I’m
publishing the English final test I gave the
second class of senior high school, which
is based on the long-standing guidelines
that are about to become history, as well
as the final English test I gave the first
class of senior high school, based on the
current legal framework.
Regarding that test, I’m only publishing
the subjects I contributed, not the ones
drawn from the Exambank. In particular,
regarding exam topic 1 (Reading

Comprehension), the text was slightly
adjusted so that it wouldn’t exceed the
350-word limit, while the first three
questions on it are borrowed from the
book; the other seven are my addition.
Making multiple-choice questions on the
text wasn’t as hard as rumoured. Topic 2a
combines elements of two exercises of the
book.
I’m happy to share my work and I hope
you all have an enjoyable, revitalising
summer holiday!
Regards,
Charalampos Kapsiotis, State School
English Teacher
Senior High School of Vasilaki, Ilia,
Western Greece

FINAL TEST IN ENGLISH (1)
1st grade, senior secondary school
ΘΕΜΑ 1 (30 points)
A. Read the following text (Linda Jones, Take Off!, B1, Student’s book, p. 22, Hillside
Press, 2013)
Dear Susan,
How are you? What’s new in your life these days? I’m having a great school year. I’ve just
got back from an amazing 8-day trip to Poland with a group of Year 9 students!
You may remember that I run the International Club at school, and I was determined to find a
way to take those 12 students abroad. While doing some online research, I came across an
educational organisation which sponsors student exchange programmes between schools in
Poland and England. I filled in an application and, less than month later, we had been
accepted!
We began our preparations almost immediately. We wanted to be able to speak a bit of the
language, so we got a local Polish shopkeeper to teach us all some conversational Polish. I
also showed the kids some films to give them an idea of Polish history and culture.
Finally, it was time to go to the airport…Some of the kids were boarding a plane for the first
time, so that was exciting. When we got to Warsaw, the Polish group was waiting for us at the
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airport. They were holding up a big sign that read Witamy w Polsce (“Welcome to Poland”).
Nice, huh?
Each of our students stayed with one of the twelve Polish students taking part in the
programme, so they got an idea of what life is like for an ordinary Polish kid their age. Some
of them got to cook traditional Polish dishes like borscht (beetroot soup) with their host
families, and others were taught traditional Polish songs.
Our students attended a day of classes with their Polish friends and, together, we all visited
important museums and national landmarks. One of our favourites was the Fryderyk Chopin
museum, where we learnt all about Poland’s most famous composer.
My students have already started thinking about what we should do with our Polish friends
when they come over to England in the spring. Have you got any ideas for us?
Well, I’ve got to go and mark some essays now. I’m looking forward to hearing your news
soon!
Cheers,
Catherine
B. Choose the correct answer a, b, or c (30 points – 03 points each).
1. Why did the teacher want to take her students to Poland?
a. Because she’s an expert on Polish history and culture.
b. Because of the club that she’s in charge of.
c. Because an international group contacted her through the Internet.
2. What is true about the British student’s trip?
a. An organisation gave them money towards the trip.
b. Their school covered their expenses.
c. Their teacher paid for their tickets.
3. What were the accommodation arrangements for the British students in Poland?
a. All of the students stayed with one local family.
b. They each stayed in the house of a local musician.
c. Each student stayed with a different Polish family.
4. Before the trip to Poland…
a. None of the students had flown by plane.
b. All the students had flown by plane.
c. Some of the students had never flown by plane.
5. “…sponsors” (line 6) means…
a. organises.
b. provides money for.
c. schedules.
6. Before the trip to Poland…
a. Catherine and her students learnt the Polish language very well.
b. Catherine and her students attended Polish lessons at school.
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c. Catherine got someone to teach her and her students some basic Polish.
7. After returning to England, students could share information about…
a. …traditional Polish dishes.
b. …traditional Polish dishes and traditional Polish songs.
c. …traditional Polish songs.
8. Fryderyk Chopin…
a. …was a famous singer.
b. …was a famous writer.
c. …wrote music.
9. The Polish students are coming to England…
a. … in August.
b. … in April.
c. … in September.
10. How many students (Polish and English) took part in the programme?
a. twenty-four (24)
b. we don’t know
c. twelve (12)
ΘΕΜΑ 2α (20 points)
Write the correct form of the word in CAPITALS (20 points – 02 points each).
Magda went on a student ……………programme last year.
I’m going to Madrid next month, so Isabella is going to teach me
2.
some ………………………. Spanish.
This is a(n) …………………company, with offices all over the
3.
world.
4. “Stop that ………………..!” said the teacher.
5. Please send your ……………. to the head teacher, Ms Brown.
6. We did most of the research for our project ……………… .
7. The town has about 13,000 ……………….. .
8. The new mayor has made lots of ………………..to the city.
Strawberries are very ………………… at the moment, so they’re
9.
quite cheap.
Donna grew up in a small seaside village, and her dad and her
10.
uncles were all …………………. .
1.

CHANGE
CONVERSATION
NATIONAL
IMMEDIATE
APPLY
LINE
INHABIT
IMPROVE
PLENTY
FISH

ΘΕΜΑ 2Β (20 points) (Από την Τράπεζα Θεµάτων)
ΘΕΜΑ 3 (30 points) (Από την Τράπεζα Θεµάτων)

FINAL TEST IN ENGLISH (2)
2nd grade, senior secondary school
PART A READING COMPREHENSION (35 points)
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MYTHICAL CREATURES
Unicorns were magical creatures that looked like horses. They first appeared in myths from
Mesopotamia, China and India. They were strong and wild, with glossy white coats, blue eyes
and a horn projecting from their foreheads. People believed that if they drank from a
unicorn’s horn they would be immune to all poisons.
The Hydra was a huge snake-like monster with nine heads. Each head was attached to a long
neck, and if one was cut off, two would grow in its place. They feature in Greek and African
mythology.
Giants were huge human-like creatures that appeared mainly in European folklore. They were
tall, fat and ugly, and some had only one eye. They were feared because of their cruelty,
stupidity and fondness for eating people, although friendly giants were not completely
unheard of.
Griffins were gigantic mythical creatures from the Middle East and the Mediterranean. They
had a lion’s body and an eagle’s head and wings. With the speed and sight of an eagle and the
strength and courage of a lion, griffins often protected vast treasures.
(Virginia Evans and Jenny Dooley, Upstream B1+, p. 55, Express Publishing, 2006)
1. Read the text and tick TRUE (T) or FALSE (F) (10 points – 02 points each)
TRUE FALSE
1
2
3
4
5

People believed unicorns could heal the sick.
The Hydra had six heads.
All giants were mean and nasty.
Griffins often protected collections of valuable things.
All the creatures in the text come from Greek myths.

2. Replace the underlined words/phrases with the underlined words/phrases from the
text. There is an extra underlined word/phrase in the text (15 points – 03 points
each).
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Ancient Greeks were scared of the Hydra.
The Ancient Greeks had a lot of old, popular stories about mythical creatures.
Everyone was impressed by Paul’s bravery when he rescued the girl from the waves.
The Hydra had nine heads, each of which was connected to a long neck.
Midas was unaffected by any poison.

3. Which of the mythical creatures in the text appeared in European myths (05 points)?
4. What were most giants like (05 points)?
PART B GRAMMAR (35 points)
A. Put the words in order to make complete sentences (10 points – 02 points each).
1. computer games/upstairs/are playing/the boys
2. to the art gallery/he/the trip/enjoyed/really
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3. dramatically/cinema goers/the number of/has risen
4. went/they/to the zoo/yesterday
5. check/e-mails/my/hardly ever/I
B. Circle the correct relative pronoun (10 points – 02 points each).
1.
2.
3.
4.

Brian is the student who’s/whose always asking a lot of questions in class.
She is the girl whose/who’s mother is a neurosurgeon at St Thomas’ Hospital.
This is the house which/who the Smiths bought last month.
He was shouting at the driver whose/who’s car had broken down in the middle of the
road.
5. The village where/which he was born is 20 miles from Edinburgh.

C. Fill in the correct form of the adjective in brackets (10 points – 02 points each).
Come and visit one of (1) ……………………. (exciting) countries in the world – Peru, where
the people are (2) ……………………………. (hospitable) than anywhere else. You will see
some of (3) ……………………. (old) sites in the world, as well as (4)
……………………………. (modern) cities with (5) ………………………………. (good)
restaurants in South America.
D. Fill in: say, tell or ask in the correct form (05 points – 01 point each).
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

I can’t ………….. for sure, but I think Lynn is already looking for a new job.
He ……………… for their help but there was nothing they could do.
Professor Jones promised to …………… us why he had resigned from his job.
The teacher ………….. he was disappointed with our exam results.
She ……………….. for favours all the time. I find it really annoying.

PART C WRITING (30 points)
This is part of a letter you received from an English pen friend.
In your next letter, please tell me all about your favourite CD. Why do you like it? What
songs has it got?
Write a letter answering your pen friend’s questions (120 – 150 words).
Plan
Introduction (Para. 1) Greetings – reason for writing
Main Body (Para. 2) What facts should you include? (e.g. name, type, etc)
Main Body (Para. 3) What does the CD contain? (tracks, comments on artist’s performance)
Main Body (Para. 4) Why do you like it?
Closing Remarks (Para. 5) What is your recommendation? Closing remarks.
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We found these ideas on FB.
They are worth following!

are some ideas she has come up to
welcome her little ones this school year!
Carry on, Aphrodite!

Welcoming Word clouds!
Anastasia Pistopoulou posted this lovely
poster
she
made
using
Tagul
(https://tagul.com) on her facebook page. It
is such a nice idea to use to welcome your
students! Anastasia has also created a
lovely
blog
on
ELT
which
is
(http://blogs.sch.gr/austria),
rapidly being enriched with amazing
classroom ideas. Keep your inspiration
levels up, Anastasia!

Oly the Owl!
Christina Tsouroula, English teacher at
the 7th Primary school of Pyrgos has
designed a lovely welcoming card for her
youngsters this year. Oly the Owl is the
English speaking mascot who invites the
young learners into a fascinating world of
knowledge and fun! Good work, Christina!

Value Cards!
Aphrodite Giouris is a frequent
contributor to FB educative pages related
to the teaching of English. Above all, she
is an inspired teacher in Thessaly who
loyally commits herself to offering high
quality teaching to her primary school
pupils. She is also the creator of a
wonderful ELT blog called ELT inspired
(http://aphrogranger.wordpress.com/2014/
09/03/using-puppets-in-our-english-class)
which is REALLY worth visiting. Here
62
ΕΠΙΣΤΗΜΟΝΙΚΟ ΚΑΙ ΕΝΗΜΕΡΩΤΙΚΟ ΠΕΡΙΟ∆ΙΚΟ
ΚΑΘΗΓΗΤΩΝ ΑΓΓΛΙΚΗΣ ΓΛΩΣΣΑΣ ΣΤΗ ∆ΗΜΟΣΙΑ ΕΚΠΑΙ∆ΕΥΣΗ
∆ΥΤΙΚΗΣ ΕΛΛΑ∆ΑΣ

English Matters
ISSN/1792-7498

‘English matters’ is an ELT journal which voices the pedagogic, scientific and literary interests
of the state school teachers of English in Western Greece. It is published twice a year (Autumn –
Winter and Spring – Summer) and is of a non-profitable orientation. ‘English matters’ tackles issues
which are closely associated with the professional situation of the target readership. It hosts papers by
education specialists and language teachers as well as other culture-focused pieces of work.
‘English matters’ is the product of a collaborative effort of all those involved in the field of
language teaching the ultimate goal of which is the enhancement of the quality of the language
education provided in state schools, via the exchange of theoretical and experiential knowledge.
Through its rich and multifaceted content, it aims at familiarizing the reader with current researchbased trends in language teaching pedagogy, broadening the cognitive horizons of in-service language
teachers, reinforcing the exchange of constructive ideas and fostering mechanisms of self- and peertraining.
We welcome ELT articles and general contributions in the following domains: Classroomimplemented Ideas and Projects, Lesson Plans, Methodological Practices, Teaching Techniques,
Innovations and Initiatives, Comments, Concerns, Constructive Suggestions on Language and general
Educational Matters, and Teaching Resources. The journal also has a Culture section, therefore literary
pieces of work are warmly accepted. The contribution of anyone academically, professionally, or
otherwise involved in the field of language teaching ensures the positive outcome of this effort and is
more than welcome.

All those wishing to support our journal actively, should have sent their contribution by e-mail
attachment to the following email: kotadaki@hol.gr. All pieces of work should
Be word-processed
Be well-written, proof-read and spell-checked
Use single line spacing
Use a font of 12 point for the main text and 14 point for the headings
Use the Times New Roman font
Be page numbered
Have a top and bottom margin of 2,2 cm and a left and right margin of 2 cm
All articles should not exceed 2,000 words in length, and should bear a short title, the author’s name,
and occupation, a short biographical note and a certain amount of key bibliographical references.
With our warmest wishes for a pleasant and fruitful winter season,
The editors
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