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TO MAAIMYHETO TOY APXIMHAH

Muydaing Aaungov
Madnpotixé Tpspa, Mavemotiuo Koring

NEPIAHWH

To 1998 dnpompatifme axd tov oixo Christies To nepignuo makipynoto Tov AQyuuiidn, TO 0oL K-
TARVEMPNHE 0t GyvooTo ayogaoth. To yewedyeao mov eivar fulovevo, FEQLEYEL SLapopa EQYa TOV AQ)L-
widn ahhd to evdlagégov firay Lwnedtego SLoTL oupmeQulapfdveTal ®al To povadixd GwLOPEVO TMIEQA a-
viitvmo g Epodou. '

T TEQLOTATLXG TNV ETOXT TTOV ERPAVETTIIKE TO XELROYQUPO YL HNUOTQATNON, TO TMEQLEXOUEVO TOU KAL TO
YEYOVOE OTL TO XELROYQaQo tixe eEaqavioTel o adievnpivioteg ouvBimeg To 1922 xotd Ty Muxpaolatir
RoTaoTEOPY, lval okl YVwoTd xabds éTuxay eVQELag AMUoLOTITAS.

Sy apovan soyaoia Ba emixevipwbolpe oto Bépa g EEapdvamg Tov YELQUYQAPOU AL TTNV TPO-
TABELN YO aVarUaTABoUV TO YEYOVOTO Tov 1922, dtav dhhake o xtitepag tov. Exlong Ha eELgTopnBoty Ta
yeyovora e eEagaviang mepl ta péoa tov 190 atdva, puag aekidag Tov idlov yewoypdpov, n omoia foi-
ownetaL £56 waL fvav avdva oty fuBiotixn tov Havemotnuiov tov Cambridge.

ARCHIMEDES' PALIMPSEST

Michael Lambrou
Department of Mathematics, University of Crete, Iraklion, Crete, Greece

ABSTRACT

The talk revolves around the celebrated palimpsest of Archimedes, brought into renewed interest when it
was offered for sale at an auction house and finally fetched $2.000.000.

The events concerning the auction are well known as they were covered extensively by the press, especially
in Greece, and there is no need to repeat them here. But part of the talk is concerned with the events behind
the scenes.

First we discuss the story of the 890 manuscripts catalogued a century ago by Papadopoulos-Kerameus,
belonging to the Metochion of the Holy Sepulchre in Constantinopole, the modern Istambul. Of these
manuscripts 59 are lost, 827 have been transferred in a usual way to the National Library in Athens, one is in
the Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris, and two are in Libraries in the USA. Finally one fell in the 1920's under
dubious circumstances, into the hands of a French collector who kept it hidden. We discuss the rumors
concerning the story of the manuscript during that period, the efforts of his daughter to sell it at an auction
house in Switzerland, her efforts to sell it at an exhorbirant price privately at various libraries and finally her
doctor, son-in -law’s ofter for auction at Christies. The names of these people are known but witheld by court
orders, so are not mentioned here. The name of the person who finally bought it, but wishes to remain unknown,
is also rumored (but respected and not mentioned here).

We also discuss the events in the court case in New York when the Greek government tried to block the
sale, but failed to do so. The court decided that, since according to French law the vendor has had the manuscript
for more than thirty years, it is his/hers to keep irrespective of the method he/she acquired it. Although these
people, and Christies, claimed that they possessed legal papers proving the transaction when they bought the
manuscript, the Patriarchate, which had had the manuscript for one thousand years, disputes this. In any case,
Christies offered to settle the issue for $400.000 and to withdraw the manuscript from the auction. The offer was
not taken.

Another aspect of the story concerns Konstantin von Tischendorf who kept a teaf from the palimpsest when
he discovered it in 1846. This leaf, together with 43 other fragments from as many manuscripts, were sold in
1876 to the University of Cambridge by Tischendorf’s heirs. They are still there to-day.

How exactly Tischendort acquired the 44 leafs, is not clear, but if we take into account his role in the Codex
Sinaiticus, we have every reason to believe that his method was neither legal nor moral.
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Tov Oxtmpolo Tov 1998 movkibnxe oe dnpompocio amd tov ofxo Christies e Néag Yooung,
o 2.000.000 doidoLa, TO TEQLENUO TOAUMATO TOV AQXLUdN. Adym Tou peydhou evoLuge-
QOVTOC TOV KOO, CAAG ®aL TNG RUBEQYNONG TOV £XaVE TTOOTTADELES EMUVOPOQHS TOV YELLO-
YOA@oU 08 EAMVLA XEQULL, TaL UETT MaCHNS eVNULEQMONS €00V EUQELN ONUOGLOTNTA 0TO BEML.
AxoroVtmooy TAUTOALES CUENTNOELS %KoL YoaeEn®ay ToTe mANog dobowy. Ta meouoTatind mov
CUVEMOOY ®OL 1) LOTORIE TOV (BLOV TOU YELQOYOAPOL EYLVOV EVREMS YVIOTA KUl OEV VITAQ)EL AO-
YOS VO TO ETOVOAGBOVUE £dM, TAQE UOVO TEQUANTTIKA. Z& autd mov axorovboly, oume, ba o-
VaPeRHOVIE %Ol O VEX OTOLYELA.

To wakiuymoto, 61wme AEel xaw M AEEN, elval egyaunvy 1 omolo £EL EavaEVOTEL yLor v yom-
owpomownbel ex véov (H AEEN madiuymoto mpofoyetal armd 1o TdAuy + Ydw, Nhad TdAe Piva).
To wdTw xelpevo, To ofmouévo, elvan XELROYEOQo £0Y0 Tou Apyuundn. To véo, To emdvm, elvar
vooupévo xafeTa oto maktd ol mepLéyel évae Euyohdyio oy 4 puivigto0Qeg Tou ametkoviCouy
tovg Evayyeriotés. Zto Euyohdylo mepuhapfdvovial éva mAnbog ReLWEVOV OTwe, TOOadElyILo-
TOG ¥aouv, évav egoontond tov M. Baotkelov, pia mQooeuyn yue amopdrouvan OuLOvmy oo
TOVS yOVS, Ui VY MOTE OL EYXVEC YUVOAIXES VO YEVVHGOLY VYL T ®ATT. To AQyLundeto
£0v0 glvar BuCovTive ovTiyoaEo TUANLOTEQOV KELLEVOD KAl ¥oovohoyeltal omd Tov 100 aumv,
evd To0 Euzohoylo elval ON0 dudhvay aQyoTea.

PaiveTal 6TL TO TOAMOTO BoLondToy ®ATaTe 6T Movii Tou Ayiou Zafifia ota leQoadiu-
we. Mati pe tny umdholmn Bhotnnn tng Movig, ®a8de nat ahieg fifihiodnueg Movay oty é-
onpo TAnoiov Ty IegosorUpwy, LeTaoteyaotnke oto [latolapyelo leoosoituwy. ATo exel, d-
YVOOTOV TS GAAN TTAVTWE TTOLY artd Ta PETO Tov 190 awmva, Poédnre oto MetoyL tou Tlova-
viov Tagov oty Kovotaviwvoumoin. Exel 10 evIOmoe o onuavIinds YeQUOvAs @uhOhoyog
Konstantin von Tischendorf, o omoiog to avagéoel oto Piffhio tov Reise in der Orient (TaEld
atny Avatodr]) mov endotnue to 1846. O Tischendort, o omolog eUTAERETOL SQUUATIAG OTNV L-
OTOQLE TNG EAANVILNE XELROYOQUPNS TAUQEDOONS, OWELOTOLONHE (FTUQAVOLY (IO OTL POIVETAL) £-
Vo UARO TOU £0you. O avagepBoUNE 07 AUTO TO TEQLOTATIXG 0T CUVEXELY, GARE Yo TNV Mo
og etvovpe oty ®Bou Lotopio. O Tischendorf gide To pabnuoatind xeinevo wdrtw amd 1o Euyo-
hoyLo, avayvooloe TNV ol TV evEUATOg To, dAhd Oev SLUTTLOTMOE TNV AQYUAOEL TOTOO-
e, ZNuepa 1o guiko mou owelomowibnxe o Tischendorf Boioxetol oty Bifikiotixn tou Ma-
verlotuiov Tou Cambridge narahoyoagnuévo e tov oobpd Additional 1879.23. Boloxetay ¢-
#el oo 1o 1876 otav 1o Havemotiuo touv Cambridge 1o aydoaoe, Wall e 43 GhAa LoVOQUALL
VITOTLTNG TTROEAEVONG, CItd TOVS ¥Anovouovg tov Tischendorf.

O TRMTOS 0 OTOLOT HATEYQUAPE TTEQLYOUPT TOV TTOAIUPNOTOU HUL OVGTLOOTIXE TO avorGA e
£X VEOU, NTaV 0 aELGhovog guidhoyog Hamadomoviog - Kepauec, o omoiog dnuocievos to 1899
£vav exTevI) XOTdhoYo Tv yewoyodewy tou IMatolueyelov legoookinwy. ZTov vatdhoyo Tov,
CVOUPEQETUL MC YELROYQAPO VT aOLOROY 355.

O Tamadomouhog-KeQauens avagpéQel To OfNoUEVO #ATw ®EUEVO TOV TEALNMOTOV MC L0~
Onuatuo epLexouévou, ahhd Sev avayvaLoe ThY AQYLUNOELE TATOGTNTE ToU.

O TRMTOS O OTOL0g TAVTLOE TO ®ELUEVO NTav 0 amoudalog exdOTNG TANBOVS ERATIVIXGYY LU~
tnuatiay £ovwv, Aavog hoylog J.L. Heiberg, e emttémio wehétn tou xetpoyedpon, oty Koy-
oTavTvoUTtokT, To 1906. Elval aElobaipaoto mog ®atdebmoe va avayvnoel (6oo yivetral) o
OfMouEVO HelUEVO e oMo UOvo neyebuvTivon @oxol. ANLOGLEVOE T¢ ATTOTEAEGILATH TOV GTO
mepLodixd Hermes 1o 1907 naw Eorvd, LeTd amd deteQn emutdmie éogvva, to 1910-1915 wg Tun-
WQ TNG TEQLONUNG HOLTLNNG TOV EXDQOMG TV ATAVTmV TOU AyLUNdoVS, aItd Tov oixo Teubner.

Ta iyvn Tov mohiuymotou xabnxoy oTLg apyég Tng dexaetiog Tou 1920, umd adtewmpivioTeg
oUVOTES. ARG DEV TV TO 1EVO YELRGYOOQO TTOV ¥aBnHe artd T PfALobrinn Tou Metoyiov. A-
76 T 890 yeLpdyoapa o eotéyoaape o Iamaddmovhog - Keoapels, o 827 folorovtal anue-
oa atny EOvin Btﬁ?\bo(-)n'%n‘mnv Abva. Egraoay exel xQued ®atd T dexaetio Tov 1930, péoa
08 SUTAOUOTIXG GHO, 0w gnuokoyeltol. [ua euvonToug AdYoug, oL aoyEs deV ATORAAVTTOUY
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15 AemtopeQetes. [Tavimg 1o xivnteo fray va meguowbel n avextipntn auty edvixi HANEOVOLLA
7ov foloxdtay o€ a@lhoEevo meQBdALOY, Wimg PETA TNV XKATAGTROEN TOU *22.

A6 Ta 890 xerpdypaga, TANY Tav 827 mov fpioxoviar oty Abrva, éva Boloxetal oty E-
Ovuny Bifdobinn tov Maguotwv. Eivar 1o v’ apBuéy 370 tov Katahdyou tov Moanadémou-
Mov-Kepaptng, xau tdoa xeL v véa apibunom grec 1317, oto Napiot. To v’ agbudv 767 tov-
agxwov xatahoyov Peloreton atnv frlobiinn Tov Mavemotnuiov tov Zuwayov, wg MS 129, to
ur’ apbpov 364 fploxetar oto Movoeio Téyvng tov Cleveland wg MS 42. 152 now 10 VI’ apib-
MoV 355 eival To mehipymoto ov pedetape. Ta virohowta 59 eivay yapéva.,

To moahipymoto megLémeoe ota xéoua evég F'arhov 1w, To dvopd Tov pov eivar yvmoto,
OAAG VITAEYEL Sao T aIdPaon oV amayoQevEl TV dnpoatoroinet tov. ITdviwg mpdkertal
yia yvwotd ko ovhhéntn xeiQoyQdgpov. Ao exei, eipal oe Béam va yvawpilo, 4t 1o ®¥Anpo-
VOUNOE N KGN TOV, N OTTOIA YLt TOAAG X6V TROOTABOVOE VO TO TTOVANOEL YLa £V UREQOYXO
000, 6TWG PNUOLOYELTAL. A LLOU GUYXWRESOUV OL OVOYVADOTES TO YEYOVOS OTL AVOPEQONIL T8
(ipes, avel vo TEXUNOLOV ETLOTAROVIXG Ta dedopéva. ESd Opmg, ex Tov moaypdtmy, dev v-
TAQYOVV ENLOTNROVIXE TEXIHOLAL. AVOPEQD TEVTWES "KOWVA HUOTIHE" 60wV aoXoMBNKay pe TV
VIOHET, %O OTO PETQO TOV HuVaTOU £Xw SLACTAVRMOEL T oTOLXELD MoV, To %ATAYQAP® YLat VO
€xeL éva Eexivnpa 6morog BéAeL neguoadtepn avalitnon g aAndeiog,

[ va emavélbw otig @ripeg, ou fihiobines oV SLAmEaYRATEVTIXAY KE THY %OEN TV ayo-
Q4 TOV XEWOYRAYOV (L. M Ebvixn Biffhiothixn twv Maguoiov xar tov Mavemomuiov tov
Harvard) dev 1o ayopaaav, eite yuati 1o 1006 fitav vrepBolwd, eite yiati Siariotwoay v oxo-
TeWvH oTopla TG ®TMaMG TOV XEWOYApo. H iSia 1 x601 TRooTANNoE Vo TO TOVANOEL 08 0iX0
dmuompaciag otny EABetia, aAld ol mbavol ayoaotés TQootpeQay XATw amé TNV T aoga-
Agiag, omdTe amoovEtme o Aayvog. AVT6g 0 0TToiog TO TOWANOE TEMXG Yitay évac I'dAdog Y-
TQOS, YVORILW TO VO, TTOV TO ¥ANEOVOUNOE Ald TNV EAEQA TOU, ROEN TOU GUALEXTN. ‘Ewc &-
O oL PrjuEC.

Mowv amo v dnuompaaia, to Matouapyeio pe v apwyh Tov EAANvinoy Kodtove, Suexdi-
XNOE TNV ENLOTQOPT TOV XELQOYQAPOV mG TTEQLOVTa TOV. O oixog Christies, L Tng eAAnvidag ex-
TLEOTMITOV NG, EOCEPERE WG oUPRBIPaoNs, nar EEw and v dnpompasica, To YELROYLAPO TTYOG
400.000 Sohdoia, dhadn TO LOG TOV OGOV TTOU EXTLRATO OTL Hal XATOXVQWVOTAY TTNY dnpo-
mpaoia. H spdtaon dev £ytve dentr yioti vQibmue 6T 10 Yewdypago Ba enéotoee otov et xilwo
XQOVL 1T TORA TOV, £0Tw dukacTindg. IToaypatind, o [aToLagyeio TRoomEHnae va paTaLmoeL
™Y ayoQanwAnoia pe diaotinn andpaon oty Néa Yopun (6mov Ba ywédtov n Snporpacia). H
ATOPAOT GpMG TV ATOQQUTTINT PE TO OHETTTLKG OTL, CULPWVA [E TOUE YOALXOTE VOROUS (1S
O@ethe), enewdn) 0 YAAAOG TwAntiig ®oTelye TO XELVOYOUPO TV a6 30 YQOVL, fitay vopipmg
O Tov. Katd t Sudgrela Tov dunaotnolov, Taviwe, 1 dhdn mhevpd toxvolotmre Ot £xeL vo-
upovg tithovg ayopanwinoiog, medypo mov apglopritnoe to Marguapyeio 1o omoio Layvi-
atnue 6L dev £xeL TEToLo oUpPolato.

Z1o téhog, n dnpomoaonia fywve xar M Tehuxy Ty Titav, Omtwg roavagépaue, 2.000.000 So-
Moo, ‘Bva mood okl mo wéve and to avapevopevo, o Eenegvoloe 10 TOGG TO OMOL0 XTi-
RNOE OTNV TEMUT TOU TROOPOQA TO EAMVIRG %QETOG. To dvopa ToU ayoQaaTh TUQUUEVEL HOV-
@0. Eixe ®unhogoonioel T6Te N @iun 6Tt 1o aydpace o Bill Gates, To omolo dpwe StapevoTnxe.
Ma vo eravélbm oe ahhn pia @niun, yvoQilo 1o 6vopa autol Tou QEQETAL WE AYORUTTYC. Aev
VIAgyeL AGyog va 1o avapipw 3w agot dev £xw amdlutn Refardtnre. Ag dnhmow dpwg 6TL, ov
N Amgogopia elvar axoifiiic, TooxerTal Yo GAAOY YVwotd apegikavo RotimAovto mov mToéy-
XetaL, onwg o Bill Gates, amd Tov X®E0 TOV YIIOAOYLOTOV.

To ¥£W0YQUYPO OTUEQU FRIOKETOL OTA YEQL EYHOLTOV EWDIXMV TTOV, UE XOHON VYMANIC TEXVO-
Aoyiag 6mwg "digital enhancement”, mpoetowdtovy éxdoon Tov mepiexouévou tov. Eivar féfaro
611 b Teonnpouy xow véa atouxeia amd tv avdyvwon tov Heiberg yia tov gEnig Adyo: dtav EV-
OTIHE TO AQYLUTIGELO YELROYQAPO Yo va Yoapel To Evxoldyro, o makuég peydhou peyéBovg ae-
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Adec dumhabnroy otn néon. Metd thv yoagn tov Evyoloyiou, to yewdyoapo (ifikiodetiinxe,
OmOTE £val TN TNG ORNOUEVNS Yoogng Boéinue atny odyn tou PLiiov. Avtd Ta Tuiuata dev
T duéfaoe o Heiberg, oo dev elye mooofaom. ZHUEQH, 0 VEOS HTNTOQAS £XEL DMOEL TNV HOELN
va Aubel M Buphlodecia, vo avolyTovV oL OEALOEC KL VO QVOYVIGTOUYV [LE YONOT TNG VYMANG TE-
AVOROYLOS IOV OVOPEQULLE.

Ac ertavéhOovpe ot e oekido swou helmer ard o YEWOYQMEO, TNV 0oL oeLoTTOMbNHKE
(orrd Ot advetan) o Tischendorf, wou wov ofjueoa foloretar otny BLiobixn tov Cambridge. H
aEla tov Tischendorf wg emioTpove elvol avau@LopiInT. YIEoKouy moTtooo 0QuopREva TeQL-
OTATWAG TNG CNG TOU IOV AUOUQMVOLY Ta eMLTeENYUATd Tou. To yvmoTdTEQO TOU 0VOGLOVQYN LK
NTAV O EVEQYELEG TOU OYETIXA UE £VOL OTTO TO ONUAVTIXOTEQ COYAIN LELOOYOUPW, TOV ZvaiTine
Kawdwma, mov meouéyouv Tic Foagéc. Zvyrerouéva 1o 1862 o Tischendorf eiye emwoneqdel tnv
Movi Tng Aylog Aratepivng Tou Zuwvd og nesohafntng tov Todoou tng Paalag, o omolog 10e-
Ae Tov ZuvaiTind Kaduu yuo va enddoel oty 0pB000EN Pwaia to neluevo twv Foogpmy amd é-
YRVOO TTOWTOTUITO. METE ammd Stampaypatevoele te tov Matotdoyn AkeEavdpelog KOoLAlo emL-
ey Onre wia ovpgpovia, arhd oo ot @aivetol, o Tischendorf dika gheve otov [TATOLAE)Y T KLl
dhha otov Todpo. O TEReVTALOE elye TNV EVIVTWON OTL AYGQUGE TOV MK, EVEH) 0 TEMTOZ GTL
TOV OAVELTE. ZTO TEROC £yive TOROS SLITAWUATIXG ETTELCOOLO TTOV YLOL TV ETTLAVGN TOV ETTLOTO0-
Tevhmmay EUIELQoL Hal tavol necorofntés dmmwg o noung Ignatev xot 0 ewooEHOGd0L0C COYL-
povdpitng Antonin Kapustin. To swdpinue A0ONME 1e TOMVETELS SLOTQAYUATEVOELS, LETH TOV Od-
vato 1o Kvolhhov, amd tov dtddoyd tov Kahhiotooto. O tehevtoiog, e wic yevvaiddmon yet-
OVOLLLAL TOV, dMELOE TEAKRA TOV HWOWA otov Todpo, og €vOelEn cefoonol mov £oewyve o [la-
TOLXLRYELO OTLE HATA HOLQOVS EVEQYETTES TV OPOOOEMY PMOMWV YOS TOV SORLUALOUEVD TOTE EA-
Ivird had. Ziueoa o Zuwvattindg Kadwrog foloretal oto Beetavikd Movoelo. To tekevtalo tov
AYOQUOE ITO TNV METETELTH ZoPleTint) Evwon, petd v Oxtwfotaviy Exavaotaon tou 1917,
oTnv ool mepiie 1 eprovaia Tov Todoov.

O Vomteg evépyeteg Tou Tischendorf oto Bépa Tov Zivattivod Koo, evioyiouy Tig uto-
Pieg OTL TO LOVOPUALO TOV 0palee amd To AQyLuidelo Tk ipnato, dev fTov 0UTE VO 0V-
TE NN TOAEN. AMAWOTE ElYE OTNV HATOYT TOU KoL GAAd 43 PovOQUALY, a0 WAL onia-
VTR YELOOYOUPE, TTOU SVOROAN WTOQEL ROVELS VO TTLOTEPEL OTL TO ATEXTNOE WE DLV TOOTTO.

OO0 ®AELTOVUE UE HATAYOUET TOV TITAWY TWV £0YWY TOV AQYLUNON TOV TEOLEXOVTUL GTO T~
MpynoTo. AETTOUEQELES YL TNV XELQOYOUEN TOQAdOON TV QYWY TOU AQYLUNON VITEOY OV OF
OLAPORES EXOOOELS TOVS, Chhd Tapaménmovue oto History of Greek Mathematics tov T.Heath
YLOL L0L EEQLLQETIXT HERETY).

210 ToAlmmoto VITdoyouy

(o) To ITepi ogpaipag xat xvAivopor

(B) To KiixAov péronong

() to Iepl edixwv

() T0 Emmédewy 100000y

(€) TO OyovuUEVLV

(o) n mwepleonun E@podog #a

(€) to Zroudyiov

A6 outd Ta (@), (B) %ot (8) omlovIaL 08 dLAPon XELEOYOAPA, GTO EARNVIXG, 0T AUTIVIK
oL oTa AP, To (y) 1o 1o (8) GOEOVICL ®olL 08 AATLVIKT LETAQQAOT, EXTOS (IO TO EAANVLXO
HELUEVO, WS TO OVTITUTIO TOV (€) 0TO Tahipymoto eival To novadind ehAnvird. Ta (aT) ®o (©)
oOCOVTAL 08 povadmd avtiTuro qUTd IOV VITAEYEL TO TAAIPNOTO. ANROON, 1 TOMTN QOOE TOV
EYIvaY YYOOTA oUTA Ta £0YQ TOU AQYXUMdN 0TOV gUyX0ovo KOGUo nhTav dtav Ta eEEdmoe o
Hiebey mouv amd £vov aumva.

Avrihoupdvetan owtdv vaveig Ty cEia tov mokipmoton. Kat povo 1o dvou tov ouyyod-
(éal Toug elval aEKRETS Vo SIHaLOMOYNOEL TO EVOLOPEQOY TTOU TTROXANEMME 0ITd TV ONUOTTRATNOT
TOV YELOYOUPOU.



