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School as intercultural communities: Towards indicators for successful intercultural education

Think-Tank 

The Think-Tank is organised within the existing partnership between the Pestalozzi Programme (PP) and the European Wergeland Centre (EWC) together with the Intercultural Cities Programme (ICC) of the Council of Europe and the European Commission and the Project Intercultural Education and Exchanges (ICEE) of the Council of Europe. The Think-Tank is supported by the City of Oslo.

Dates: 4  - 7 October 2011 - Opening session: 18:00  - Closing session: 14:00

Place: Oslo, Norway – Hotel Thon, Slottsparken

Working Language: English

Places available: 30

Target group:
1 school head and 1 teacher from each of 13 cities of the 21 cities members of the Intercultural Cities Network
 and from Nottingham (UK) and Stockholm (Sweden) 

Deadline for applications: 30 June 2011

Brief description

The Intercultural Cities – a joint action of the Council of Europe  and the European Commission gathers 21 cities which seek to develop a positive public and media discourse towards diversity, encourage inter-ethnic mixing and interaction, increase the knowledge of citizens of different cultures present in the city, and deal with cultural conflict through mediation and open debate. Recently they have focused on whole-school issues such as cultural diversity with regard to the teachers and learners in schools (mixité), intercultural competence of educators, intercultural mediation in schools, interaction with communities, extracurricular offers, etc.

The project Intercultural Education and Exchanges of the Council of Europe aims to  promote the full integration of the development of intercultural competence in the mainstream curriculum. In the past years it has described the main attitudes, skills and knowledge needed for mutual understanding and work on a set of individual and institutional indicators for successful intercultural education is in progress. Both documents have been extensively used in the training activities of the Pestalozzi Programme which has also produced a number of training resources for the development of intercultural understanding.

Expected results

The three-day think tank shall discuss and critically review existing practice and work results regarding whole-school policies and action for intercultural education as well as the development of the attitudes, skills and knowledge necessary for mutual understanding in diversity as a core element of the mainstream curriculum.

The participants shall then focus on the elaboration of a list of indicators for successful intercultural education covering the aspects of teaching and learning of intercultural competence across the curriculum as well as appropriate whole-school policies. A compendium of successful initiatives as well as guidelines based on reports by participants and discussions will be elaborated following the think tank.

Background information:

· Intercultural Cities Programme: www.coe.int/interculturalcities
· Pestalozzi Programme and Intercultural Education and Exchanges: www.coe.int/pestalozzi
· Intercultural Dialogue Programme : www.coe.int/t/dg4/intercultural
· The European Wergeland Centre: www.theewc.org
How to participate

If you wish to participate in the Think-Tank,  please fill in the attached application form and send it directly to the Council of Europe to 

Ms Hélène Limouzin (helene.limouzin@coe.int) 

and in copy to 

Ms Joëlle Bouteiller (joelle.bouteiller@coe.int) 

Travel and subsistence expenses for the selected participants will be covered by the organisers. 

�	 � HYPERLINK "http://www.coe.int/pestalozzi"��www.coe.int/pestalozzi�;  � HYPERLINK "http://www.coe.int/interculturalcities"��www.coe.int/interculturalcities�; www.theewc.org


�	 Intercultural Cities Network:  Amsterdam South East (The Netherlands), Berlin Neukölln (Germany), Botrkyrka (Sweden), Copenhagen (Denmark), Dublin (Ireland), Geneva (Switzerland), Izhevsk (Russian Federation), Limassol (Cyprus), Lisbon (Portugal), London Lewisham (UK), Lublin (Poland), Lyon (France), Melitopol (Ukraine), Neuchâtel (Switzerland), Oslo (Norway), Patras (Greece), Pécs (Hungary), Reggio Emilia (Italy), San Sebastian (Spain), Subotica (Serbia), Tilburg (the Netherlands)
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