
Γκιώνης/giones/ European scops owl

1.What does it look like?

Giones is the smallest owl. It is grey, brown, black and it’s got a series of small cream 
patches on the wings. Its eyes are bright yellow and its beak is grey with a black tip.

2.Where does it live?

A species mainly of southern Europe and central Asia that overwinters in the zone 
below the Sahara Desert in Africa. It lives and breeds in open forests, parks, near 
residential areas, plantations, gardens, where it makes nests and lays its eggs.

3.What does it eat?

It eats large insects, worms, spiders and  lizards, amphibians, bats and birds.

4.Other facts

• Gionis tries to find its food at night.

• It took its name after the characteristic sound it makes: “Gion!Gion!”

• There is a well-known folk tradition that tries to explain the cry of the gioni. According to tradition, Gionis and Dimos 
were two brothers. But Gionis was lost. Dimos asked God to transform him into a bird, and every night he cries for his 
lost brother: "Gion! Gion!". Watch the following video and listen to the sound it makes!
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