
1.What does it look like?

The mastic tree is an evergreen shrub, with a height of 2-3 m,
where it sometimes reaches 5 m. Mastic is the aromatic natural
resin that comes from the trunk of the mastic tree. It has a whitish-
yellow color and is translucent at first, while as it ages it acquires a
more yellowish and opaque color

2.Where does it grow?

The mastic tree thrives exclusively at 24 villages in South Chios, a
Greek island, in the Aegean Sea. According to theories, this is due to
the temperate climate and in particular the microclimate of the area,
but also to the underwater volcanoes and the limestone soil

4.Other facts

Mastic has had many uses since ancient times in medicine, pharmaceuticals, orthodontics, perfumery. It has been used to
prevent digestive problems, colds and as a breath freshener. Nowadays, its most widespread use is as chewing gum or
flavouring food and sweets, while mastic liqueur is also famous.

3.How long does it live?

It attains its full development after 40-50 years. The production of mastic is only possible after the 5th year after its
planting. The tree lives more than 100 years, but from the 70th year the decline begins
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