Teaching History in Solidarity

Dr. Katerina Brentanou

Synopsis
The present study is an alternative approach to the teaching of history through a model lesson which promotes imagination, enhances empathy and builds “links of solidarity” between individuals and peoples. 

The proposed workshop intends to use theatrical methods in teaching history and especially in teaching difficult and controversial historical issues, including the issue of population exchange of 1923 and the "lost homeland". Theatre and its techniques have turned out to be a very useful pedagogical tool for inducing the intended results. The magic power of theatre lies in the fact that it builds and enhances imagination and thought, promotes teamwork processes, develops aesthetic perception, sensitizes, entertains and especially in the case of history forces us to experience historical events.  
In this workshop, through the individualization of the historical events, the creation of scenarios, the improvisation and the "hot chair" technique, the participants will experience the feeling of loss as well as the difficulties in building a life, then (and always), for the people who are forced to live as refugees. Through this involvement and direct experience participants can develop empathy, gain an experiential approach to knowledge and lead themselves to the effective learning as well as to the change promised by each learning. The knowledge and experiences (both emotional and intellectual ones) collected by students through this process are insignificant in terms of quantity but very important as to how they can be used at present and in their future.    
The workshop is designed in such a way so as not only to increase awareness of historical issues but also to make pupils approach history in a more democratic and empathetic way, taking the perspective of the other. The main goal of this approach lies in the pupils’ ability to look at History through a variety of lenses. It is essential that students understand the importance of history to the present and be able to connect the historical knowledge with their lives and their everydayness. 
The workshop is aimed at teachers, scholars, students and any other person wishing to have a “living” historical experience.
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