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Synopsis
Drama in education (DIE) emphasises the forging of meaning within collective “as if” fictional contexts encountered while participants are “in role”. While drama experience share the same common elements of theatre: focus, metaphor, tension, symbol, contrast, role, time and space, there is also the so-called dimension of  “the self-spectator”. Moreover, DIE is defined as a process where the teacher is negotiating and renegotiating the elements of dramatic form in terms of the context and purposes of the participants’. Drama is also seen as a personally transforming cultural resource, one which makes the invisible influences of culture visible and discussible, and serves as a mirror of how we are made, and of who we might become. This process of change in drama enhances one’s disposition for making meaning through transformative learning. Another important aspect of DIE is that the aesthetic response in drama involves cognition and emotion in a ‘thinkingly feeling’ or ‘feelingly thinking’ way.  Drama is epistemologically situated on the border of social cognitive theory of Bandura, connected with the dialectical materialism of Vygotsky and follows the principles or Roger's self-direction theory. DIE is therefore essentially different from all the previous behaviourism-driven pedagogies of dramatic art in education.

In this workshop, a drama-based pedagogy will be used to train teachers on how to transform students' stances and attitudes towards school bullying as the latter seems to be a rising phenomenon in our country recently. In bullying the school environment is considered to be one of the affecting factors along with the the role of the teachers. Research has indicated that bullied students are more likely to tell their parents than to report what they have suffered to teachers or principals. Thus there is an urgent need for educators to be supported in order to gain the trust of their students on the issue and properly support them. Drama in education, being a new pedagogic method of active and experiential learning and teaching can play a significant role in the reduction of the phenomenon. The drama lessons proposed in this workshop, aim to  develop the feeling of empathy of students towards both the perpetrators and the victims of bullying and raise the discussion around human values such as self-respect and respect of others.
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