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This paper focuses on the teaching of literature through drama methods. It takes place in two different times. The first is located to a program of teaching literature through drama that was realized in a multicultural primary school class in Dendropotamos, Thessaloniki, as a part of a PhD thesis. At a second time the researcher-educator and the drama educator –stage director collaborate within the framework of a practical-based workshop for adults, so as to take advantage of the research results and to propose methods of teaching literature through drama to primary and secondary educators.  

The main aim is the promotion of literature reading, the development of critical readers and their communication through reading communities. In both cases theater/drama and the techniques of the social theater are used as the basic tools. Like the reader, the actor or the spectator enter into the imaginary worlds of literature or theater: they see things that exist or not, the judge and give meaning to situations, always by adding their own experiences and mentality. These two worlds are unavoidably linked.  
In both cases a book, Shakespeare’s Tempest is used as a common material. Thus, in two different education frameworks theatrical ways and drama techniques are proposed to give meaning and analyze significant social subjects that are posed within the play. Themes like the betrayal, the assertion of freedom, the difference, the colonization, the lust for power are traced in the text, creating points of interest for both the students of different ages –ranging from the primary to High school- and the educators. Finally, in the adult workshop the Shakespearean play is approached through various versions and media: adaptation for children, a contemporary translation of the original text, comic adaptation, music that was composed inspired by the story of a great playwright, as well as various movie abstracts– cinema, animation movies or theatrical productions on video, both in Greek and in other languages, which are based on the Tempest or which trace similar themes.  

As a final result of the seminar, all the participants -both students and teachers- give meaning to the literature text by combining their personal experiences and ideas. Each participants' contribution leads to a long journey of creation, expression and search.
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