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Synopsis

Western educational systems are implicitly secular, in some cases more overtly so than in others. Religious Education (RE) in Greece as a taught subject of the National Curriculum has gradually become non-confessional, a development confirmed by the 2011 Curriculum. The main aim of the Curriculum is the study of religions, focusing not only on supporting cultural development but also on fostering mutual understanding between students of different religious and cultural backgrounds. Applied theatre often draws upon constructivism methodology as a way of bringing participants into direct engagement with their own learning experiences. Youngsters as learners bring a wealth of experiences and perspectives that further affect how they interact with a theatre/ drama- in -education experience in the classroom and how they respond to a variety of concepts, beliefs and practices within religions and their own cultural experience. A post-modern approach to RE using applied theatre emphasises the development of skills and attitudes required to debate and deconstruct knowledge as well as to construct persuasive arguments. Authority will be questioned and negotiated and subjectivity will be valued. This means that the role of RE in education is to develop the capacities to interpret, evaluate different values and beliefs through the development of students’ analytical skills as well as their creative, imaginative and emotional capacities. This paper investigates how applied theatre facilitates interaction between students and religious content. At the same time it demonstrates the pedagogical strategies used as well as the pedagogical principles underpinning them, in order to facilitate appropriate learning outcomes to fulfill the aims and objectives of religious education. It also demonstrates that classes dealing with religion in role (i.e Mantle of the expert) or using applied theatre techniques (i.e compound stimulus) can constitute a safe space for students’ experimenting with religious and non-religious world views. Finally, examples of the author’s research and practice in secondary education in Greece are provided and supported by relevant data and evaluation.
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