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Abstract
The paper will draw on the efforts made to introduce Drama and Theatre Education in public education of Cyprus, as a result of the whole Educational Change that is conducted during the past three years by the Ministry of Education. The paper will show how the need to create a more democratic and humanitarian school opened the way for Drama and Theatre Education to march into Cyprus Education seeking to provide alternative ways of learning and expression. Drama and Theatre Education gains a significant part in the whole education of the children, as it ambitions to promote alternative learning processes that will enable the children to learn in and through drama and theatre. The paper will also describe how the New Drama and Theatre Education Curriculum was designed in order to respond to the three main strands of the New Cyprus Curriculum as well as the particular features that drama and theatre should employ so as to provide the space for this new model of pedagogy to be practiced. Introduced both as subject and method, Drama and Theatre Education will attempt to contribute to the creation of the contemporary school of the 21st century. Such an aspiration is linked with the principle definition of Drama and Theatre Education, that is to open up debate and welcome participation. Its principal aim is to introduce students and teachers to new procedures that will promote creativity and imagination, enable collaborationand enhance learning. The paper will briefly describe how drama and theatre may provide a workshop where students may be actively involved and function as researchers who negotiate ideas and meanings. Finally, the paper attempts to put the argument down strongly; that an educational system which attempts to succeed creativity, critical thinking, emotional involvement and the skills for communication, has an advantage when using the means of Theatre and Drama Education, which is by definition a dynamic process of action itself that brings to surface all those competences and skills needed for the contemporary citizen. A theoretical background of the field of Drama and Theatre Education will also be presented in order to explain what influenced and foregrounded the New Drama and Theatre Education Curriculum.
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